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Education		

Ph.D.	1998-2002, University of Georgia, Department of History, Athens, Georgia
	Completed all coursework for Ph.D. in history (permanent ABD) 

Course Work: 19th and 20th Century U.S. History, Africans of the Diaspora, History and Theory, Environmental History, Ancient China, and Gender Theory

M.A.	1996-1998, Valdosta State University, Department of History, Valdosta, Georgia
Graduated: March 1998. Thesis: “The Rise of a Modern Southern Icon: Georgia and the Confederate Battle Flag”

B.A.	1994-1996, History, Magna Cum Laude, Valdosta State University, Department of History, Valdosta, Georgia

A.A.	1993-1994, Psychology, Middle Georgia College, Division of Social Sciences, Cochran, Georgia

	1985-1986, Certificate in Forest Technology, Waycross-Ware Technical School
	Waycross, GA

Work Experience 

2025 - 2026	The University of West Georgia
		Instructor: World Civilization I and II, American History I and II

Spring 2025	Jacksonville State University
		Instructor: United States Surveys

2018-2024	Talladega College, Talladega, Alabama 
Assistant Professor: United States Surveys, African American History Surveys, Images of African Americans in the Media, Twentieth Century United States History, Introduction to West African History, and Introduction to Humanities I 
	
2017-2018	Talladega College, Talladega, Alabama 
Interim Assistant Professor: United States Survey History I, World History Survey I, African American History Surveys, Twentieth Century United States History, Introduction to West African History, and Introduction to Humanities I
	
2008-2013	Jefferson State Community College, Birmingham, Alabama
Instructor: both halves of Western Civilization and United States History

2008-2009	Jacksonville State University, Jacksonville, Alabama
Instructor: both halves of United States History and Western Civilization

2002-2007	The Donoho School, Anniston, Alabama
		Instructor: United States history (AP and dual enrollment), United States government (AP and dual enrollment), World History, geography, current events, psychology, sociology, and economics (AP)
		Director: Summer Camp Program.  
		Coach: Debate Team, Junior High Basketball (girls and boys)

1998-2002	The University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia
		Teaching Assistant/Instructor: United States History

1998		Middle Georgia College, Cochran, Georgia
		Supervisor: Dr. Phil Gibbs
		Instructor: World Civilization and United States history courses.

1997-1998 Georgia Military College, Valdosta, Georgia
		Supervisor: Dr. Chris Meyers
		Instructor: World Civilization course 

		Lowndes County High School, Valdosta, Georgia
		Instructor: World Civilization and United States History courses 

1995-97	Valdosta State University, Valdosta, Georgia
		Supervisor: Dr. David Williams
		Graduate Assistant: duties included assisting history professors and the
History Department secretary, guest lecturing, and designing Graduate School Web Page

Work Experience (non-academia)

2013-2018	Self-employed, Concrete Creations, I made and installed concrete countertops, outdoor kitchens, and home décor and provided staining and services for outdoor natural stone and concrete surfaces.

1991-92     	Employee of Southeast Woodlands, McCrae, Georgia
District Procurement Manager.  Duties included purchasing and selling timber in a ten-county area and supervising timber crews.
		Supervisor: Sammy Boney

1989-91     	Employee of Gay Wood Company, Dublin, Georgia
Appraising Manager.  Responsibilities included organizing the appraisal of timberland in eight counties and supervising and paying loggers.
		Supervisor: Glen Warnock

1987-89 	Employee of Southland Timber Company, Irwington, Georgia
Forest Technician.  Common activities included appraising (“cruising”) timber and supervising loggers.

Publications and Presentations

“Talladega: Two Thousand Acres and Two Different Origin Stories” accepted for presentation at the Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association at San Antonio, Texas, 7-10 April 2023. (I was unable to attend because my institution could not fund my travel to the conference, and I could not afford it.)

“Two Talladegas: a Tale of Speed and Endurance,” presented at the Gulf South Conference History Conference in Gulf Port, Alabama, 13-15 October 2022.

“Burning Buses and Iron Furnaces: Historical Tourism in Calhoun County, Alabama,” co-authored with Jennifer Lynn Gross, published in Destination Dixie: Tourism and Southern History, edited by Karen L. Cox, (University Press of Florida), 2013. This book won the 2013 Allen G. Noble Award for the best-edited collection in North American material culture from the Pioneer America Society.

“Burning Buses and Iron Furnaces: Creating a Historical Memory” presented at the American Culture Association/Popular Culture Association, 20-23 April 2011.

“Burning Buses and Iron Furnaces: Historical Tourism in Anniston, Alabama” presented at the Alabama Association of Historians, 19-20 February 2010.
	
Five of my original poems were selected for inclusion in Meanderings to be published by Diversion Press, 2009.
	
“The Uses and Misuses of the Confederate Battle Flag” presented at the Alabama Association of Historians, 2-3 February 2007.

“‘Gone With the Wind?’: Georgia’s Battle over the Confederate Battle Flag” presented at the Georgia Association of Historians Conference, 13-14 April 2001.

“Flag Supporters Need History Lesson,” Athens Banner Herald, 21 September 2000.

“The NAACP Attacks the Confederate Battle Flag” presented at the American Society of Popular Culture / Popular Culture Association of America Conference on the South, Nashville, Tennessee, 6-9 October 2000.

“Confronting Whiteness in the Afro-Atlantic” presented at the University of Memphis Graduate African American Conference, University of Memphis, 10-13 October 1999.
	
Panel discussant and keynote speaker, “Symposium on Symbols of Segregation,” Valdosta State University, Department of Philosophy, 6 November 1998.
	
“In the Absence of a Clamor: Georgia’s Flag Change of 1956” presented at the Southern Conference on Afro-American Studies, Atlanta University, Morehouse College, 4-7 May 1997.
	
“A Heritage of Hate: The Confederate Battle Flag” presented at the Valdosta State University Graduate/Undergraduate Research Conference, Valdosta State University, 13-14 April 1996.
	
“The Multi-Cultural World of Bartow Powell,” with James McCleary, Journal of Southwest Georgia History, Winter, 1999.

“An Air of Defiance: Georgia’s Flag Change of 1956,” Georgia Historical Quarterly, Summer, 1998.

“Stained Couches,” Odradek, Spring, 1997.
	
“A Russian Rhapsody, Georgia Style,” with Susan C. Hines, The Cochran Journal, 23 October 1996.

“Suspended Pulpits,” Odradek, Spring, 1996.

Current Research Projects

I am currently writing an article about the three AfricanAmerican men who were lynched along with William Luke, a Reconstruction-era teacher at Talladega College, in Cross Plains (now Piedmont), Alabama in 1870.

Public/Professional Interviews and Lectures

Interviewed by Dan Whisenhunt for an article on the lack of a monument to the Freedom Riders in Anniston, Anniston Star, 2006.

Interviewed by Yana E. Pogue for the article, “Heritage or Hate? Debate Lingers On,” Flagpole Magazine, 7 February 2001.

Interviewed by Time for article on flag change, 2 February 2001.

Interviewed by Maura Farrely for Peach State Radio, Georgia Gazette Program, 26 January 2001.

Interviewed by Macon Telegraph, “Racist of Historic: Controversy Over State Flag Heats Up,” 22 January 2001.

Interviewed by Colin Campbell for article, “Student Builds a Solid Case that Flag was Slap of Defiance,” Atlanta Journal Constitution, 14 January 2001.

Since 1996 I have delivered over 25 guest lectures at universities and high schools throughout the South.

Academic Editorial/Writing Experience

Internet study guide for Levack, et al., The West: Encounters & Transformations.  Longman Press, New York, 2004.

Studying America Past and Present, Volume I to 1877 and Volume II from 1865 to accompany Divine, et al., America: Past and Present, 7th edition. Longman Press, New York, 2004 (with Jennifer L. Gross).

Studying America Past and Present, Volume I to 1877 and Volume II from 1865 to accompany Divine, et al., America: Past and Present, brief 5th edition. Longman Press, New York, 2002 (with Jennifer L. Gross).

Professional Development

I attended the UWG’s Innovations in Pedagogy (IiP) Conference in Carrollton, Georgia, 19-20 May 2026. 

I attended the McGraw Hill Regional American Government/History Workshop in Atlanta, Georgia, 9-10 October 2025.

I attended HBCU Academic Librarians Open Educational Resources (OER) Summit with Talladega College Librarian, Caitlin Cox, in North Charleston, South Carolina, 9-11 February 2020.

I attended the Southern Historical Association Annual Meeting in Birmingham, Alabama, November 2018.

Service 

UWG’s Innovations in Pedagogy (IiP), Carolton, Georgia, 19-20 May 2026: served as a volunteer moderator for three panels.

I volunteered for and was chosen as a judge for NHDGA-Georgia History Day 18 April 2026 in LaGrange, Georgia. My area was documentary films.

Talladega College Hiring Committees:

Search Committee to hire a librarian/head archivist for Savery Library, Spring 2021

Search Committee to hire a history adjunct, Fall, 2022

Search Committee to hire a history department chair, Summer 2021. 

Talladega College Faculty Committees:

2022-2024, Honors Program Committee

2021-2024, Study Abroad Committee

	2017-2024, Art Festival Committee (co-director with Barbara Lawler 2017-2019)

	2018-2024, Institutional Review Board

	2020-2024, Interdisciplinary Faculty Team

	2017-2024, Faculty Handbook

	Talladega College - Presentations to the College Community

	Presented at the “Poetry Slam,” as part of the Black History Month Celebration, 2022

“Call and Response: West African Impact on American Culture” presented to the college community as part of the Arts Festival Celebration Events, 2 April 2019

As part of “A Collage of Excellence: Remembering our Artistic Journey,” I provided the historical “Perspective from the Past,” 31 March 2019.

Oversaw and assisted student presentations with Dr. Ray for Founder’s Day Celebration, Fall 2017

	“Black Panther” presentation to Lunch and Learn, Spring 2018

Awards and acknowledgments

Nominated for Most Popular Faculty Member by Talladega College Student Body, 2019

Thomas Pleasant Vincent, Sr. Award, 2001. Awarded for outstanding research in Georgia History Department of History, University of Georgia

Carl Vipperman Award, 2001. Awarded to a teaching assistant for exceptional classroom performance Department of History, University of Georgia

Inducted into Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, 1997

Outstanding Senior History Major, 1996. Department of History, Valdosta State University

Phi Alpha Theta Book Award, 1996. Department of History, Valdosta State University.  Award presented to the History major with the highest overall GPA	

Phi Alpha Theta, 1995. Elected president for 1996-97 at Valdosta State University; founded scholarship fund and initiated the largest number of inductees since inception.

I also served as chairman of graduate student activities for the history department, 1999-2000 at University of Georgia

Professional Memberships

The American Culture Association

The Popular Culture Association
The Southern Historical Association

Community Involvement and Volunteer Endeavors

I taught classes to inmates at FCI Talladega of the Federal Bureau of Prisons as part of a Second Change Pell Grant Program under the auspices of Talladega College

Grace Episcopal Youth Group 2004-2006

Advisor to Anniston’s Civil Rights Heritage Trail 2010-2012

Volunteer T-Ball Coach—Anniston Parks and Recreation 2011-2012

Volunteer Soccer Coach—Anniston Parks and Recreation 2010-2017

