Vita (Abbreviated)
Debra M. Dwight, Ed.D., C.C.C. – SLP

25 Rockland Drive, Sharpsburg, GA 30277

 (678) 850-8608 (cell); (770) 502-1632 (office)
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Occupations
Assistant Professor, Teaching Faculty, University of West Georgia, (August, 2020 – Present); taught undergraduate and graduate courses in Speech-Language Pathology.


Manager, Speech First Therapy Services, LLC, Sharpsburg, GA, (May, 2015 – Present); daily management of small business providing contractual speech and language intervention to children ages birth – 22 years under federal and state guidelines; SLP consultant, PRN; provided Bright from the Start Training for day care providers; presented Podcast on SLP intervention; subcontracted to local SLP clinics on PRN basis; nominated: Frank Kleffner Lifetime Clinical Career Award, 2020.
Assistant Professor, Teaching/Clinical Faculty, University of West Georgia, (August, 2011 – May, 2015); taught undergraduate and graduate courses in Communication Sciences and Disorders (CSD) and related curriculum; assisted with program development; served as on-site and off-site clinical supervisor. 
Highlights:
· Refined clinical supervision skills to include Evidence-Based Practice (EBP), educational pedagogy, and concepts integral to adult learning (andragogy) (2011-2015)
· Developed and received university approval to offer a 24-credit hour curriculum for yearly certification cohort to increase master’s level student enrollment (2014)

· Developed “Fundamental Five”, focal points for undergraduates’ successes in graduation and pre-entry into CSD graduate programs (2013)

Speech-Language Pathologist, Coweta County Schools, Newnan, GA, (October, 2009 - July, 2011); assessments and interventions in schools for typical and rare syndrome populations. 
Coordinator, Program for Exceptional Children, Atlanta Public Schools, (July, 2007- October, 2009); program coordination for special education programs: speech-language impaired, teachers of the deaf and hard of hearing, audiology, occupational therapy, physical therapy, and assistive technology. 
Highlights:

· Recovery of $2.4 million dollars in funding previously redirected to other programs due to over-representation of students in the Speech-Language Pathology (SLP) program. Funds were recovered and re-positioned in the SLP program within one academic year. 
· Instituted initiative to employ SLPAs in academically high-risk schools to serve as language tutors on an hourly-per-week basis to support Tier II activities for the Student Support Team efforts. We averted 30% of cases that were set for referral for special education recommendations for elementary students.

· Re-alignment of time commitments for contracted personnel resulting in a $94,000.00 savings per academic year.
· Reduction of hourly contract personnel by replacing contracted positions in speech, occupational therapy, and physical therapy with entry level hires at a savings of many thousands of dollars per academic year.
· Developed leadership initiatives to promote the skills and status of worthy SLP professionals. Three SLP professionals successfully obtained doctoral degrees under the leadership initiatives implemented in this school system in 2009.

Assistant Professor; Director of Speech-Language Pathology Programs, University of West Georgia, (January, 2000-July, 2007); administration of undergraduate and graduate speech-language pathology programs, classroom teaching for undergraduate and graduate curriculum, clinical supervision on an “as-needed” basis, student advising, research, and service.

Highlights:

· CAA certification obtained for University of West Georgia under my leadership. 

· Developed a master's degree CSD program to support SLP hiring needs of local public schools in Georgia. 
Administration: Program preparation for initial CAA accreditation review; curriculum re-alignment; leadership for SLP faculty and staff for compliance and implementation of program standards. CAA initial accreditation for University of West Georgia was achieved under my leadership in 2005. 
Teaching: Broad spectrum of courses: Language and Literacy, Language development, language disorders, basic and advanced articulation and phonology, phonetics, clinical management, voice and resonance, neuropathologies of language, motor speech disorders/dysphagia, organic and neurogenic communication disorders, research, Intro to Comm. Disorders.
Research:              Dwight, D. M. (2015). Here’s how to do          
                               therapy: Hands-on core skills in speech-                              
                               language pathology, 2nd. ed. San Diego,                                  
                               CA: Plural Publishing. 
Dwight, D. M. (2006). Here’s how to do therapy: Hands-on core skills in speech-language pathology. San Diego, CA: Plural Publishing. 
Dwight, D. M. “SLPs’ uses of games in the therapeutic process,” Unpublished national survey presented at ASHA Convention, 2004. 

     Service:

Involved in campus, regional, and state   



initiatives. 

School Improvement Specialist, West Georgia Regional Education Service Agency (RESA), (1999-2000); implementation of joint DOE-RESA initiatives for improving student achievement throughout the state through leadership and facilitation training based on the NSSE/SACS School improvement model.


Consultant/Program Specialist, West Georgia RESA/West Central Georgia Learning Resources System (GLRS), (1996-1999); child serve under exceptional children's guidelines, staff development for regular and special educators, meeting LEA requests for assistance and training across broad-based educational needs.

Assistant Professor and Director of Speech-Language Pathology Programs, West Georgia College, (1994-1996); program coordination, clinical management and supervision, classroom teaching, and student advising. Developed start-up program for both undergraduate and graduate programs in speech-language pathology.
Director, West Georgia Preschool Special Education Program, West Georgia RESA, (1988-1994); administration and supervision of a seven-county regional public school preschool special education demonstration program under 99-457 guidelines with high emphasis on speech-language intervention. Supervised regional audiological services as part on intervention services.

Highlight:


Developed a parent training program, Parent University, a 
modular training program designed to offer parents of 
young children ways to help with developmental needs of 
the child across wide arrays of functioning.



Director Child Serve, West Central GLRS, (1986-1988);




child identification and services for school-aged special 




education children under 94-142 guidelines including staff 




development for SLPs and teachers of the hearing impaired.
Assistant Professor, Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, AL, (1983-1986); college teaching for undergraduate communication courses; developed public relations protocol for the college’s public telephone contacts.

Clinical Supervisor, University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL (1981-1985); University clinical supervisor for master’s level SLP students; supervised SLP students for therapy services in Head Start and the university clinic.
Speech-Language Pathologist, Mobile County Public Schools, Alabama, (1976-1981); diagnostic, intervention and follow-up for school-aged speech impaired children; lead SLP for staff development; demonstration therapist for local educational TV.
Early Intervention Intern, Teacher Corps, Mobile County Schools/University of South Alabama, (August, 1973-August, 1975); planning, implementation, evaluation, management of pre-K and kindergarten classrooms under Traditional, Open Education, and Montessori education models.
Education
University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, (1985); Ed.D. Communicative Disorders; College teaching and administration emphases. Interests: Clinical supervision.



Dissertation: Analysis of pragmatic functions in the language of 



preschool black children.
University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, (1976); M.A. Communicative Disorders.
University of South Alabama, Mobile, (1975); M.A. Early Childhood Education. 
University of South Alabama, Mobile, (1973); B.A. Speech Therapy; Minor: Psychology.
Additional 


Studies___
Recent Training to Foster Supervision/Clinical Skills: 

Dysphagia Therapy: New Generation, 2019

Enhancing Skills as a Site Visitor, 2019


Vital Stim Re-Certification, 2018


Telepractice and Speech-Language Pathology, 2018


Assessment and Treatment Using the SOS Approach to Feeding, Certification Training, 2016


Innovations in Teaching Pedagogy Conference, 2015



The Adult Learner, Workshop, 2014



Vital Stim Certification, March, 2014


Interactive Metronome Certification, 2009


Swallowing Disorders Training, 2009


ASHA  ACE Award for swallowing training in 2005


Accent Reduction Training, 2005


Technology Certification Training, 2005
Certifications/
Certificate of Clinical Competence, 1977 – ASHA Life Member;
License_____
Georgia license in Speech-Language Pathology; Georgia Dept. of Education Teaching/Leadership Certifications: L-7, Director: Special Education; T-7, Early Childhood Education; S-7, Speech-Language Pathology; Alabama license in SLP, 2018.



Washington State Department of Education certification, 2019
Professional

Site Visitor: Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology Relevance__

and Speech-Language Pathology (CAA) (Appointment: 




June 2016 – June 2023; recertification and candidacy). Serve as 



Clinical Practitioner member of the team for candidacy 




accreditation/re-accreditation of university programs.
Other Recent

Contracted SLP, Washington Department of Education, Professional

Teletherapy (2019)
Activities____        




Bright from the Start Approved Trainer (Georgia Department



of Early Care and Learning), (2015)


Invited speaker, 75th Celebration of Communicative Disorders Program, University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, (2013).
Speech-Language Pathologist, PRN,  Atlanta Visiting Nurses Health Services, 2013-2014.
Speech-Language Pathologist, PRN,  Atlanta Visiting Nurses Health Services, 2010-2011.
Speech-Language Pathologist, PRN, Molena Health and Rehabilitation, 2009-2011.



Babies Can’t Wait Diagnostic Evaluator, Initial assessment of children, ages birth – 3 for intervention needs and program development under ISFP guidelines, (1994-2006)
Speech-Language Pathologist, Contracted, Harris County Schools, High School Intervention, 2006-2007.

Community

Volunteer (1991-1997).  Egleston Hospital, Brain Tumor Project. Activities


Advocate ad litem (volunteer), Coweta County, GA (1998-99)
Personal:
Interests:
Reading, gardening, “junk-tiqueing”.
References:
Dr. Felicia Chachere

115 Windmeadow Way


Fayetteville, GA 30214


770-317-1417 (cell)


fchachere@gmail.com


Dr. Fecelia Holt

3902 Tuggle Rd.


Buford, GA 30519

678-446-6758 (cell)


feceliaholt@gmail.com

Dr. Colleen Williams


3759 lower Fayetteville, Rd.


Newnan, GA 30265


404-384-4107 (cell)


cohowi@msn.com
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