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W elcome to Commencement at the University of West Georgia! An 
academic commencement is unlike any other ceremony. The importance 
of the occasion is underscored by the use of symbols and traditions 
which have their origins in the medieval academies. The academic dress, 
the mace, many of the words we use, and even the diplomas themselves 
derive from a long and distinguished academic history. 

We hope you will take time to look through this program. In it, you will 
find explanations of some of the customs and symbols you will witness 
today. We hope your understanding of these academic traditions will 
add to your enjoyment of the commencement ceremony.

We are happy to have you with us today as we celebrate the achievements 
of our graduates.

Welcome!



CommencementCommencement

University of  West Georgia
December 12 & 13, 2025

The Coliseum
Carrollton, Georgia

FALL 2025  CEREMONIES



2

CALL TO ORDER			   Dr. Jennifer Jordan, Associate Vice President for Student Affairs

NATIONAL ANTHEM			   Matt Cooke, Assistant Athletics Director for Events, Marketing, and Media Services

SGA WELCOME			   Zachary Potter, President, Student Government Association

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS			   Dr. Michael Johnson, President

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES			   Dr. Jon A. Preston, Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs
			   Dr. Renee Butler, Interim Dean of the Dr. James 'Earl' Perry College of 			 

	           Mathematics, Computing, and Sciences
			   Dr. Mike Dishman, Dean of the College of Education
			   Dr. Christopher Johnson, Dean of the Richards College of Business
			   Blynne Olivieri Parker, Dean of Libraries
			   Dr. Karen Owen, Dean of University College and Honors College
			   Dr. Imelda Reyes, Dean of the Tanner Health School of Nursing
			   Clint Samples, Interim Dean of the College of  Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences
			   Dr. Matt Varga, Dean of the Graduate School
			   Dr. Brad Yates, Dean of the School  of Communication, Film, and Media 

December 12, 2025  |  9  a.m.
Undergraduate  & Graduate Degree Candidates
Richards College of Business 
Dr. James 'Earl' Perry College of Mathematics, Computing, 
and Sciences
University College

December 12, 2025  |  1 p.m.
Undergraduate  & Graduate Degree Candidates
College of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences
School of Communication, Film,  and Media
Tanner Health School of Nursing

December 13, 2025  |  9  a.m.
Graduate Degree Candidates (Master & Specialist)
College of Education

December 13, 2025  |  1 p.m.
Undergraduate, Graduate Degree Candidates (Doctoral) & 
Georgia's BEST Graduate Degree Candidates
College of Education

Fall Semester Commencement
December 12 & 13, 2025 | The Coliseum
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HOODING OF DOCTORAL CANDIDATES	 Dr. Kelly Dyar, Associate Professor of Nursing

		  Dr. Georgia Evans, Clinical Assistant Professor for the Department of 
Leadership, Research, and School Improvement

		  Dr. Bruce Fraser, School Improvement Doctoral Faculty

		  Dr. Michelle Frazier Trotman Scott, Interim Department Chair & Interim 
Assistant Dean for the CHS Higher Education Doctoral Programs

		  Dr. Laurie Kimbrel, Clinical Assistant Professor for the Department of 
Leadership, Research, and School Improvement

		  Dr. Brandy Locchetta, Assistant Professor and Assistant Chair for Department 
of Special Education

		  Dr. Catherine Mallanda, School Improvement Doctoral Faculty

		  Dr. Liss Maynard, School Improvement Doctoral Faculty

		  Dr. Kathleen Morales, Associate Dean of Nursing 

		  Dr. Lisa Osbeck, Professor of Psychology

		  Dr. Laura Phillips, Associate Professor of Nursing 

		  Dr. James Schwab, Associate Professor for the Department of Special Education

		  Dr. Beth Scullen, Associate Professor for the Department of Early Childhood 
through Secondary Education

		  Dr. Trina Wood, Assistant Professor and Assistant Department Chair for the 
Department of Special Education

		  Dr. Amy Yarbrough, Professor of Nursing

INDUCTION INTO ALUMNI ASSOCIATION	 Ashley Bush '11, Chair of Alumni Association Board of Directors

ALMA MATER			   Matt Cooke, Assistant Athletics Director for Events, Marketing and Media Services

FACULTY MARSHAL	 December 12  |  9  a.m.	 Dr. Sooho Lee, Professor & Graduate Coordinator of Public Administration
	 December 12  |  1 p.m.	 Dr. Justin Kirk, Director of Debate and Lecturer,School of Communications, 

Film, and Media
	 December 13  |  9  a.m.	 Dr. Levi Ofoe, Assistant Professor of Speech-Language Pathology
	 December 13  |  1 p.m.	 Dr. Julie Raschen, Clinical Assistant Professor & Assistant Chair,Department of 

Leadership, Research, and School Improvement

MACE BEARER	 December 12  |  9  a.m.	 Dr. David Morgan, Professor of Biology
	 December 12  |  1 p.m.	 Dr. John Sewell, Associate Professor of Department of Mass Communications
	 December 13  |  9  a.m.	 Dr. Allyson Wilcox, Clinical Assistant Professor of Department of Educational 

Technology and Foundations
	 December 13  |  1 p.m.	 Dr. Su Jara-Pazmino, Associate Professor & Assistant Chair of Department of 

Sport Management, Wellness, and Physical Education

Fall Semester Commencement
December 12 & 13, 2025 | The Coliseum
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Dear Graduates,

Today marks a moment of transformation: a celebration of your hard work, your perseverance, and your promise.

On behalf of the University of West Georgia, it is my profound honor to congratulate you on this extraordinary achievement. Earning 
your degree is more than a milestone; it’s a launchpad. It’s the moment when potential becomes progress, and dreams begin to take shape.

You are now part of a proud tradition: a community of more than 87,000 alumni who carry the spirit of UWG into classrooms, 
boardrooms, communities, and causes around the globe. Your journey here has prepared you not just to succeed, but to lead, to serve, and 
to make a meaningful difference.

As you step forward, know this: you are forever a part of this university’s story. Your success strengthens our purpose. Your voice shapes our 
future. And your impact will echo far beyond this campus.

So go forward with confidence. Lead with purpose. And know that wherever life takes you, you’ll always have a home here.

Go Wolves! 

A Message from President Johnson

Michael Johnson, Ph.D. 
President 
University of West Georgia



5 cum laude	  magna cum laude	  summa cum laude

Degree Candidates
∆ also Accounting   |   ≈ also Anthropology   |   √ also Biology   |   § also Chemistry   |   ‡ also Computer Science   |   € also Criminology   |   ≠ also Data Intelligence and Business Analytics 

¶ also English  |   ◊ Film and Video Production   |   Ω also Finance   |   £  also Foreign Languages &Literatures   |   ∑ also Geology   |   ß also Management   |   ¥ also Marketing
∂  also Psychology   |   † also Sociology    |   ∞ Posthumously

Bachelor of Science

Health and Community Wellness 
Curren P. Alford
Myles Christopher Blythe 

 Caila Nicole Bonner
Jada Minnè Cannon
Teri Marie Deloach
Demi Victoria Douglas
Shenell Edwards
Kennedi Christina England
Walter Vernon Hawthorne IV

 Tzion Chayim Herriot
McKenzie G. Hester

 Grace Katherine Melanie James
Alexandra L. Johnson
Gretchen MacKenzie Joiner 

 Britney Lowe
Kaylin Nicole McNease
Desmond Jaquay Melton

 Josie Rose Marie Moore
Dylan Nathanial Murphy
Emmanuel Obinna Orusa
Tamirra Janae Ridgeway
Holden Morgan Rogers
Malorie Anne Sitton

 Alannah Faythe Smith
 Farayi Smith

Navianna NicAngela Stone
Ethan James Todorovich

 Angalena Gail Wilborn
Kirsten Sierra Wyatt

 Karmaleita I. Young
 Sanai Katelyn Young
Sport Management          
 Emmaline A. Ashley

Jaden Ke'von Bass
Chauncy Dominique Bradford Jr. 
Luke Michael Brumm
Jaepil Choi

 William Malcolm Dean
 Alexis Marie Doll
 Anna Elizabeth Durham

Devin Jamal Edwards
Cary Fulks
Kolten Griffin
Hunter P. Kolb

College of Education
Emily Elizabeth Kulis
Ashunti Isaiah Lancaster

 Richard D. Lankford III
Armani London
Nicholas D. Martin Jr. 
Laylah Lee Melendez
Michel Shane Moore

 Justin A. Raines
 Carson Anton Yancy

Clifford Young Jr.

Bachelor of Science in 
Education 
Elementary Education 
 Justyce Kiara Alexander
 Madison Makenzee Ashley
 Adrianne Smith Askew
 Alyssa Jonelle Barton

Tamara Mamie Blake
 Natalie Elise Coburn
 Emma Taylor Davis
 Adrian Renee' Fomby

Jamie Fountain
Ayshanna Myra Frazier

 Braedyn Dixon Helms
Avery Jackson Hill

 Diem Amy Ho
 Kiyah Christy Hoffman
 Kyle Jacob Horton

Hannah Jane Jarrell
 Lexie Nicole King
 Dana Michelle Lashley

Jaliyah Nicole Marcus
 Megan Faith Moore

Jaida Ivy O'Neal
 Teona Danielle Osborne

Serita Marshea Pegram
 Emily Phillips
 Kayani Breshae Rutherford
 Andrea Monserrat Santos-Lopez

Samantha Rose Snyder
 Alyssa Nicole Stephenson

Caitlin Briann Twilley
Hannah Marie Vaught

 Heidi Villalba Flores
 Emilee Ann Wenhold

 Ahdoni Diaz Williams
Breanna Danielle Wyatt
Marisol Zavalza

Special Education 
LaPraya Faith Curry

Speech-Language Pathology 
Leslye Ivette Hernandez

Master of Arts in Teaching

Cynthia Adams 
Sedrick D'anthony Adeleke
Jhanna Lindsey Anderson
Spencer Scott Angland
Sylvia Ann Moses Armstrong
Darian Brock Arp
Abigail Grace Arrington
Romonetta Sondra Banks
Jon Michael Barnes Sr.
Alexis Geneva Barnwell
Julie Barry
Veronica Batts
Katie Lauren Berryhill
Henry Brian Blair Jr.
Terence Patrick Boddie
Kevin Wade Bonner Jr.
Whitley Bostick
Melody L. Brantley
Kathy Lynn Britt
Brigette Denice Brown
Taylor Bryson
Nicole A. Buckner
Cynthia Morrison Butler
Eleanor Ballard Skelton Byers
Ronishia T'iera Cabiness
William E. Carroll
Vince Cary Jr.
Ashley Ranen Caspary
Emma Lee Chalmers
Beverly Cheeks
Nicholas Child
Blade Marshall Clonts
Sally Veronica Clyne
Briana Jai Conwell-Parrott
Carol Ann Coussons de Reyes
Lewis Crawford
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Dishawn Isaiah Cullen
Alicia Kewanna Daniels
LaToya J. Daniels
Ashlyn Davis
Mary Katherine Davison
Deon M. Day
Jerret A. Dooley
Hannah Dale Ekker
Carolyn Figueroa 
Tanna Jordan Fisher
Kasi Mari Flory
Quinn Evans Freeman
Courtney Brooke Fussell
Shountrell Galberth
Malaysia Teree Gentry
Morgan Giles
Rholonda A. Hamid
Kevin Eugene Harvey
Eric Reid Hawkins
Austin Hernandez
Macy Dione Hill
Jared William Honey
Carin Hopton
Zackery Scott Howard
Jennifer Huber
Morgan Alivia Humphrey
Brittany Marie Hutto
Kathy Ann Irving
Tasnuva Islam
Dina Elisabet Izquierdo Hernandez
Charisma Jackson
Latisha Fleming Jackson
Samantha Mae Jett
Annamaria Vanessa Johnson
Grant Lee Johnson
Kristina Carol Johnson
Rozalynn Liquese Johnson
Monte'Yiona Kejohna Jones
Abu Bakarr King
Havalone Kadarine Kirkland
Laura Rogers Kirkland
Brandon Lang
Devekeyan Lattimore
Maria Teresa Laucella
Jada Alexis Lewis
Peggy D. Liggins
Jennifer Brown Lightner
Ambika Lohani
Dawn Devlin Lyon
Tyleeah Ann Maddox
Carmen M. Maldonado Torres
Erin Daniel Martinez
Kylie Autumn Mason
Marcie Masselink
Luis Antonio Matos Jr.

Laurie Mayhew
Kevin Francis McCall
Sylvia McCall
Ahmaad McClaney
Lauren-Mariah Mceady
Rahsaan McLaughlin
Monica Rene McMillan
Brandy Mi'Shell McNeal
Natalie C. Mincey
Delores Amanda Montgomery 
Rhonda Lynn Moore
Jerrica Morales
Aubrey Miolen Morgan
Martha Mosley
Salina DaVerne Murray
Alexis Simone Myles
Paxton John Nayman
Shirley Shemika Nelloms
Cade Cash Ogle
Pamela Simon Paulk
Bryan Robert Petty
Keyana Phillips
Sean Ronnette Porter
Matthew Powell
Bobby G. Rainey Jr.
Tyson Randolph Sr.
Mykela Janae Rankins
Ayanna Ratliff
Michelle Rawl
Marcus Dion Reese
Cicely Bates Reid
Angiea Meschelle Rickett
Robert Michael Riley
Amy Michelle Robinson
Tanisha Faith Robinson
Melinda Theresa Rodrigues
Veronica LaShaun Roland
DeMia LeTrez Rosser
Candace Ryan
Bailey Powers Sabillo
Frances Beth Saint
Benjamin Michael Sandmann
Darrius Sapp
Mark Schroyer
Nathalie Anne Sealock
Romita M. Shah
Alexandra Anne Shepherd
Jessica Brooke Stallings
Jill Marie Starnes
Brandy Cochran Stegall
Stephen Alexander Stroman
Miguelina A. Suriel
Caitlan Tate
Joshua Tate
Holly Inez Thompson

Julie Michelle Tonnis
Shelly Upchurch Towery
Donna S. Turner
Chad Douglas Vickery
Kayla Viscarra
Whitney Ann Wallace
Jamese Airiele Washington
Allison West
Ashley Elizabeth Wheeler
Whitley Taylor Wilburn
David Austin Wilder
Clarence Garrett Williams
Joseph Williams
Chandler Blake Wold
Morgan Hilary Wright
Gloria K. Wynn
Melissa A. Young
Leah Hayes Yurisich
Marissa Carlson Zepeda

Master of Education

Elementary Education
Jessica Lynsey Abernathy
Katie Brooke Ashmore
Katherine Elizabeth Baggett
Hannah Brook Barrett
Abby Breann Barrs
Brittani Camille Bell
Jacob William Bell
Sidney Elizabeth Bennett
Ashley Stalder Brooks
Mekhi Devon Brown
Celia Camp
Paige Nicole Cobb
Abby Leann Cook
Christina M. Cook
Phylicia Renee Corlette
Kimberly Suzanne Donahoe
Stephanie Lynn Ethridge
Honey B. Farmer
Amanda Andersen Garmon
Lindsay Charlene Garrett
Taylor Angeline Griffin
Rhyesha Hendricks
Jessica Lauren Hill
Jennifer Melton Hooper
Melissa Lynne Houston
Abrianna Erlese Jones
Mary Katherine Kampert
Caitlin S. Keller
Julie Louise Kelley
Haley Nicole Lagunes
Bryanna Nicholle Leatherwood
Cheryl Denise Lee
Olivia Nichole Long
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Emily Catherine Lynch
Jessica Mandujano
Patricia Allen McCollum
Chyna Alexis Miles
Jessica Anne Miller
Thomas Jeremy Miller
Abigail Grace Milliorn
Beverly Ann Mitchell
Paul Wesley Mitchell
Tierra Lee Morrow
Allison Taylor Mount
Elizabeth Taylor Palopoli
Maggie Lynn Parker
Jamie Pearce
Chloe Paige Pledger
Zaria Abronna Pounds
Anna Whiddon Ransom
Avielle Marie Ricigliano
Emma Claire Robinson
Meagan Brooke Ryan
Kelly Saltalamacchio
Melissa Lynn Shaner
Jennifer Shealey
Courtney Lynn Street
Anna Grace Talton
Brittney J. Thomas
Logan Lee Thornhill
Maya Amari Timberlake
Elizabeth Leigh Turner
Makenzie Lauryn VanHoose
Samantha Silvey Wade
Heather A. White
Kathryn Renee Wilson
Mackayla Helen Mia Wright

Instructional Technology, Media, and 
Design

Keturah Jeanne Auguste
Kendall Claxton Baker
Jordan Malcott Beck
Antwan Demone Bethea
Aimee Griffith Boothe
Chelsea Nicole Bradshaw
Sarah Grace Brock
Caitlen Dialee Brownlee
Anne Bridget Bryson
Madison Leanne Camp
Channa Cole
Rachel Erin Collins
Celena Couch
Lisa Marie Crafton
Christen Marie Crocker
Laura Lynn Dalton
Michelle Lee Davis
Carly Ann Dement
Brianna Lenae Dent

James Jeremiah Drayer
Alayna Grace Eason
Madison Drew Edwards
Claire Olivia Eskew
Laura Elizabeth Fowler
Jackson Dailey Fussell
Grayson Elliott Gammage
Rebecca Anne Georges
Diane Ruth Gibson
Keila Melissa Glore
Christian Gomez
Quantia C.R. Green
Symony Foushee Griffiths
Casey Hannaford
Trey Kelton Hart
Sarah Caroline Hensley
Christopher Hotchkiss
Natalie Hynson
Cameron Douglas Jackson
Angelique Johnson
Brianne Elizabeth Johnson
Georgia Khankiew
Jenna Kayleigh Kinard
Kylie R. Kroukamp
Madalyn Belle Langley
Danielle Lawhead
Mary Hodge Lee
Nycole Louise Leff
Joseph Michael Lewis
Addye Elizabeth Loew
Debra Lynn Long
Mirlin Priscilla Martin
Amy Smith Massey
Kady Lynn Maurer
Lily Maxcy
Nicole McCoy
Allison Gordy McCumber
Shannon Sibley McDuffie
Aleah Gail McKenzie
Patricia Kathleen McKinney
Haley Smith Meier
Janna Machelle Melson
Thania Joanna Molina
Amanda Leigh Moore
Carissa Abigail Moore
Rebekah Caroline Morales
Nina Grant Mullinax
Tonya Hall Nash
Abigail Newton
Patrick Robert Nix
Angela Joyce Nouryeh
Malissa Ocean
Giselle O. Ortega
Tyquisha L. Porter
Tuesday Raines

Kara Lynn Remington
William Nathaniel Richardson
Jordan Elizabeth Rogers
Odette A. Salazar Stone
Rebecca Cay Salvatore
Alquita Sherraine Scruggs-Dent
Katharine Elisabeth Shepard
Bryce Gregory Shupe
Andrew Amir Abdul-Malik Siddeeq
Laura Jeanine Hough Smith
Makenzie Lee Smith
Sierra Marie Smith
Jamie Lynn Adams Stewart
Whitney Susanne Molpus Strickland
Cami Homan Sullivan
Haley Dawn Swygert
Brandee A. Thomas
Zachary William Thompson
Kyle Mallard Thrift
Jhori Amber Tota
Kristen Danielle Warren
Amy Renee Witcher
Mackenzie Devon Wright
Gayon Yang
Catherine Zuniga

Physical Education
Brandi Buie
Alphenia V. Foreman
Ty'Ree Kelvon Gilbert
Jackson Prescott Gravely
Micah Sean Hirshman
Collin Matthew Johnson
Paul Benjamin Josloff
Vincent Parks Layson
Kenneth Edward Lotz
Tyler Harrison Moore
Morgan Elizabeth Pye
Jarrett Michael Smith
Daniel Sprague
Kirstin Voitus
Andrew Weber
Jamie Lyn Whitley

Professional Counseling
Lacey Chambers Albright
Daniel Akyea Asante
Erin Thero Beasley
Alicia Bittle
Belinda Boaduwaa
Micah Caleb Burt
Zoe Madison Capps
Jaidyn Gabriell Carlisle
Elizabeth Claar
Paishence Zinae Collier
Kristin Grace Coonfield
Tyangeria Marie Daniels
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Noor Fatima
Milton GeWalt Johnson
Faith Ann Jones
Katherine Gabrielle Jones
Danielle Hope Kelly
Allison Marie Koen
Kara Marie McVay
Jada Nickole Carece Milis
Joshua David Mollenkamp
Alexa Madeline Myzhevych
Melissa Lea Najpaver
Britney Ngwese
Mikayla N. Rogers
Rayne Nailah Rollin
Tanesha Regina Smith
Ryan Christopher Snider
Lindsay Brooke Sparks

Reading Instruction
Morgan Elizabeth Andrey
Camealia Careena Clement-Bryant
Nathan Keith Coker
Josette Delus
Lindsey Michelle Franklin
Emory Katherine Gilbert
Brittini Linette Gilland
Audra T. James
Diana Guadalupe Munoz
Shelby Panzenhagen
Shannon J. Upchurch
Emorie Vasquez
Emily Taylor Willis

Special Education
Ashlee Reed Bartholomay
Olympia Charmaine Bigby
Caitlen Elizabeth Fletcher
Connillious Mondez Godfrey
Meredith Ann Hancock
Emily Marie Holt
Carviss Earl Jones Jr.
Lloyd Kyle Jones
Ermaya Laurany Jordan
Raelyn Bailey Knight
Libby Saye McFry
Jennifer Lee McGinnis
Shannon Marie Miller
Kimberly Orellana
Amber Callaway Pearson
Angelique Gabrielle Margaret Samuel
Stephanie Timbol
Becky Lee Trombetta
Rebekah Anne Whitmire
Feng Ping Xu

Master of Science         
Integrative Health and Wellness

Caylin E. Andrews
Michael Brandon Bowen
Gabrielle Marie Glance
Kara Thompson Norman
Amber Poole Puma
Nia Kha'la Slack

Sport Management
Mason Weslee Doree
Patrick Wade Eidson
Marcus Adeoluwa Fawole
Mary Morgan Formby
Shelby Faye Garrett
Daniel Jeremiah Giddens
Jamie Harrison
Janae' Denicia Hill
Rayanna Marie Janke
Jobe Arthur Morrison
Bailyn Hope Otwell
Tyler Weems Pennington
Iyante Khelan Price
Alanna Yvonne Revear
Jared Scott Riffel
Faith Nicole Scott
Alexis F. Smith
Desmond D. Stephenson
Payton Clarke Wallace
Tyler John White
Hunter Durant Wilhelm

Specialist in Education 
Educational Leadership

Ashley Anne Beaver
Dione Angel Bonds
Karen Lockwood Borders
Samone Bowers
Chastity Bianca Boyd
Christopher Maxwell Bryant
William Murphy Bryant
Kireon C. D. Bunkley-Hill
Kerri Leigh Burckbuchler
Kelvin L. Burdette
Nikia Vontice Bynum
Matthew Jay Combs
William Kason Cox
Martellis Javarius Curtis
Quwan Ellis-Asbury
Zeth Daniel Ford
Jessica Lynn Gillespie
Kimberly Alyce Gillis
Kristie Gordon

Crystal Evita Hudson
Carla Hutchins
Carla Renee Jenkins
Brenda Lee Jones
Tonya L. Keele
TiJuana Ulmer Kelley
Rodney Steven Latham Jr.
Robertina Davis Maddox
Philip Stephen Matthews Jr.
Melissa Maycumber
Matthew Daniel McCoy
Holly Harvey McShane
Benjamin Cleaven Polite
Ashaleigh Ramanand
Darryl Stephens
Terry Stephens
Justin Cheyane Sumner
Amanda Swift
Jessica Leigh Teemer
Kristi Davis Terry
Edward Ross Thomas
Latavius Antoine Watts
Laura Michelle Watts
Robert Buford Winborne
Clinton Stephen Winter IV

Elementary Education
Yolanda DeAnn Alexander
Sara Madison Alford 
Cindy Alston
Julie Ann Asztalos
Kourtney Danielle Barnett-Williams
Luciann R. Barry
Allison Hynninen Bebout
Teffany Bedford-Laster
Brianna Bedsole
Megan Emily Billups
Stefanie Blankenship
Latasha Boynton
Keri Carter Brack
Tatumn Diane Brewer
Charity Micole Talmadge Browne
Heather Marie Burgess
Vincent Clayton Callender
Jessica Chambers
Tracy Chiu
Sarah Madison Christian
Brenda Kay Cleaves
Rebecca Lee Clinton
Rebecca Lauren Colley
Jaclyn Coomes
Ariel-Starr Mackenzie Daniel
Tatiana David
Ashley Elizabeth Davis
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Calli Jewel Davis
Emily Elise Davis
Whitley Brooke Diamond
Taurra Michelle Dorsey
Shelly Driggers
Irene Dunbar
Christina Marie Evanina
Haylee Elizabeth Freeman
Annie Elizabeth Gable
Krystal Dawn Garrett
Jennifer Godfrey
Heather Anne Gordon-Ross
Catelyn Rylee Green
Melissa Lynn Gresham
April Hannah Hall
Carrie Hall-Walker
Lacey Renee Haman
Erica Hanley
Ashley Lynn Hashiguchi
Elizabeth Heard
Isabella Hendry
Abby McDaniel Hernandez
Judith Eula Hodges
Raymond Hollis Jr.
LaCreesha Sy'Mone Holloway
Jennifer Pipkin Holt
Mary Allison Howard
Taylor Marie Hughey
Laura Hutchins
Janiyah Tierra Johnson
Tonique Alaina Jones
Haley Hawthorne Keseric
Tara Marie Key
Kirsten Lane Kicklighter
Kelsey Knight
Tanna Nell Knight
LaKesia Shantrell Lawrence
Emily Lawson
Kendal LeHolm
Maria Auxiliadora Lippelt
Kailyn Alexandra Locklear
Pamela Marcano
Christie Harris McReynolds
Sherri Annette McWhorter
Jasmine Ryan Middleton
Tonya Melissa C. Milam
Stacy Yvette Mitchom
Tyray Monroe
Christine Kadamani Morcos
Candice Michelle Morgan
Shannon Michelle Morrison
Renee Patrick Murphy
Jessyca Candace Nash
Alyssa Kara Nelson

Andricque DeShaun Norwood
Brittani Bianca Ogletree
Tammy Sue Owen
Michael Adrian Pace
Brittany DeShawn Parker
Nicole Bryant Pendergrass
Ralonda Dalise Penn
Mignon Briana Perry
Natalie Pivato
Olivia Chandler Plain
Bessie Nicole Powers
Nova Renteria
Morgan Haley Rich
Melodi S. McElroy Richardson
Claire Alexandra Riley
Katrena Ann Roach
Glynis Roberts-Hall
Imani Cheryl Rogers
Vimolwon Russo
Kayley Davis Sanders
Courtney Meghan Schaefer
Kathryn Egan Shaw
Corleigh Marie Sheppard
Jessica Ann Smith
Victoria Joyce Smith
Haydonnis Smith-Drew
Stephanie Sonnichsen
Kayla A. Spragin
Annika Duvania Sterling
Kasey Leigh Strong
Hannah G. Sutherland
Amy Leanne Sutton
Lani Michelle Taylor Valentine
Brittany Dianne Thomas
Taylor Thomas
Sheena Lynne Thomason
Aminata Touray
Anna Porter Tow
Jamesia Tucker
Brennan J. Turner
Emily Turner
Rachelle Anne Wasik
Hogan White
Makayla White
Shaneice Shant'e White
Meghan Leeann Williams
Madalyn Nicole Wright
Meri Kathryn Young
Samantha Burnette Young
Elizabeth Zamudio

Instructional Technology, Media, and 
Design

Sabrina Sadelle Adler
Soraiya Ali

Jada Ambroise
Kathryn L. Antman
Kristen Reed Arrington
Susan Marie Arrington
Linda Baker
Muhammad Bakhoum
Rita Faye Banks
Nancy Machen Barnes
Francisco Javier Barron Serrano
Bonae Lashawn Barrs
Kennedy Crocker Barter
Erin Beamon
Shayla N. Beasley-Keith
Alice Victoria Belbey
Amy Bell
Mahogany Jamaya Berry
Blake Justin Beverly
Vinita Beverly
Andre Bevily
Angela Montine Bourrage
Janelle Andria Bowker
Shannon Nicole Bridges
Amanda Elizabeth Briscoe
Ashley Nicole Britt
Courtney Neeth Brooks
James William Brooksher Jr.
Julia Elizabeth Brooksher
Barrington Parks Brown
Rachel Brown
Tammy Barnett Brown
Tiffany Laura Brown
Jada Nicole Burke
Leah Butler
Breana Elise Cagle
Lakesha Mynjuan Calhoun
Diana Lynn Cannady
Sidney Kristine Chambers
Ann-Alyse Chandler
Benjamin Robert Chandler
Nathan Kyle Chapman
Rebecca Danielle Coblentz
Zachary Paul Colley
Leslie Crawford
Christina Crowe
Ebony Cunningham
Chloe Elizabeth Dale
Summer Denise Davis
Tricia Ann DeCarlo
Shaniqua Dobbs
Jack Thurmond Donald
Idaja T`Meia Driver
Jennifer Duckett
Crystal Nicole Dunn
John Dye
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Anna Threadgill Ellis
Gabriel Flohr
Amanda Foley
Martin Fredrick
Nicholas Saxon Garcia
Kathryn Leigh Garrison
Stephanie Nicole Gauthia
Stephen Gaylor
Kara Bohannon Gazaway
Jacob Edwin Gerding IV
Tiffany Grant
Claudia Elise Gray
James P. Gribben III
Belvis Hajiric
Alison Rowell Hamel
Hanna Hashtroudi
Lucelandia Hassell
Ashley Brooke Henry
Judelle Herrera
Jordan Lisa Hoglund
Carson James Hollingsworth
Shania Alexyss Holmes
Dameon Deon Horne
Nicole J. Horton
Dorothy Houston
Nicole Howard
Sandy Celeste Howard
Mary Kathleen Hulsey
Kinsley Nicole Hunt
Jeremy John Hunter
Kristan Jacobs
Hayleigh Virginia James
Erin Rozier Jeffords
Eddie Walter Jones Jr.
Jennifer Anne Jones
Ta'Shaunieka Jones
Sara Lynn Kany
Emily Kindsfather
Rachel Elizabeth Lackey
Rachael Mercedes Lakhicharran
Barbara Lang
Whitney Virginia Lasseter
Corey Thurston Latham Sr.
Shelby Ledford
Elizabeth Ann Leeper Crites
Kandis Mariah Lewis
Charlotte Ann Livingston
Britini Tasheria Lockett
Camille Lovelace
Erica Nicole Lovett
Joshua Edward Luke
Michelle Griffith Madden
Nicole Okolo Martin
Michael Hugh May
Cara McCollum

Daniel Griffith McCrary
Chrishaun Nichelle McCray
Laura Erin McElroy
Falencia McKinney
Bobby Walton McNeely III
Robert Lindsay McPherson
Lauren Lewis Mobley
Lugenia Meigan Moline
Melissa Rose Monroe
Tarah Monroe
Katherine Faye Morgan
Madicyn Brakayle Morrisette
Gwendolyn Renee Mosley
Po'et Muhammad
Jessica Nichole Murphy
Abigail Lauren Myles
Gabrielle Kirstin Nelson
Anna Lee Nero
Chloe Burks Nobles
Katie Norman
Tiffany Anne O'Campo
Jessica Lynn O'Dell
Jodi Ogden
Sara Leigh Olden
Sydney Elizabeth Pyper Oliver
Sarah Sohee Park
Macey Jarrard Parrish
Rebecca Anne Patterson
Julie Draper Payne
Hollis Denice Peck
Michael Clint Prewitt
Stephen Price
Jennifer Anne Quirk
Erica Louise Rabsatt
Reshma Anjum Rajgoli
Pallavi Rallapalli
Lisa Schwenk Ramer
Kenshia Reedus
Casey Rhodes
Marilyn Sherrelle Rice
Felice Kay Riddick
Jahad Massai Riley
Chelsea Roach
Sammy Rosario Jr.
Deanna Elizabeth Rose
Amanda Leigh Rosi
Stanecia Torshia Roy Nelson
Krysta Jones Rushing
Netasha L. Russell
Megan Nicole Ryall
Shira Bess Hendler Sackett
Kathryn Elizabeth Salvino
David Chadwick Salyers
Nawazeesh Shivani
Callie Swan Shoemaker

Whitney Leigh Skinner
Andrew Smith
Emily Michelle Smith
Noelle Smith
Christie Latasha Smith Glaze
Timothy Stedman Snider
Jolita Tequoi Spears
Jessica N. Stearns
Vanessa Jasmine Stewart
Mary Kathryn Brett Storie
Allison Stroud
Lauren Kate Thibeau
Annie Rose Thielen
Breonne Marie Thomas
Avery Thrasher
Elena Tkatcheva
Makenzie Leigh Traylor
Karen Tucker
Sharon Tucker
Allison Lane Vernon
Ashley Nicole Walker
Shane Joseph Walker
Stephanie Walker
Miyah Latrece Wallace
Victoria Ware
Audra Bowen Whitaker
Lauren Whitaker
Erin Rose Wilder
Raven Wildermuth-Akali
Shanaye Taylor Williams
Marcus Mandela Wise
Sierra Secura Woods
Kirsten Vail Worley
Elizabeth Caryl Wright
Caroline Eiko Yarbrough
Laura Deemer Young
Tamera Williams Zackery

Professional Counseling
Bobbi N. Appelgate
Osbaldo Martin Barrios
Ebonni Duon Beharry
Nena Lanoix Bermudez
LaKecia Reyshawni Berry
Latonya Denise Blasingame
Densua Yalantys Bonner-Hicks
Sydney Kaytlin Brooks
Myranda Calloway
Tonia Papandropoulos Campobenedetto
Amanda Castle
Micayla Jean Civetta
Taylor Brooke Davis
Caleb Jonathan Deas
Brittany Danielle Delgrande
Emily Rainwater Dempsey
Brenda Espinoza



11 cum laude	  magna cum laude	  summa cum laude

Marjorie Virginia Firebaugh
Suzette Fulks
Kimberly Ann Geter
Shelby Ivette Gonzalez
Joshua Luke Hale
Kayla Okoya Hale
Kathryn Esther Harrell
Ezacia Danielle Hill
Sierra Teressa Hill
Jacqueline Beth Hix
Ericka Lyn Hoye
George William Humphreys III
Patreece Lynette Hutcherson
Amy Floyd Hutto
Valencia Johnson
Catherine Viola Kane
Cora Lee Layton 
Amanda Lucht
Pilar Macias
Rhonshea Maria Mack
Lauren Elizabeth Manning
Ciara Sherrell Mason
Taylor Rebecca Massee
William Brady McCaffrey
Shanice McCord
Katie Elizabeth Morand
Brittany Nance
Fred Oliver III
Madonna Adelia Owens
Bridget Ann Pettit
Taylor Nicole Poole
Melissa Brooke Price
Shimirrah Ayanna Rembert
Susan J. Sabo
Uraina Scott
Mary Barbara Smith
Michael Ray Stringer Jr.
Candace Louise Strong
Tiffany Thomas
Linda S. Walker
Andria Cueny Ward
Laquinta Kenyon Welbon
Andrea Davis Whitfield
Jasmine Marie Wyche

Secondary Education
Anna Victoria Abbatiello
Christopher Henry Adams
Brent Austin Andrews
Katherine Tatum Bishop
Aidan Hundley Blackwell
Amberly Anne Buchanan
Mason Logan Buchanan
Stacie Lynn Bulloch
Everoy Andrew Burton
Savannah K. Canady

Allison Elizabeth Capps
Lindell Coker
Thomas John Cornay
McKenna Crews
Caleb Allen Daffron
Deanna Davenport Weaver
Jodie Ann DeGruy-Fowler
Michael Scott Demarest
Mackenzi Jordan Costley Doss
Carla Jennae Elder
Nancy J. Fish
Keilana Franklin
Hollyn Batchelor Fussell
Alexa Brionne Gaston
Glendon Joseph Genty
Tamara Nicole Gholston
Jordan Paul Granholm
Dawson Ray Groves
Bryce Jarel Harvey
Kong Peng Heu
Christopher Michael Hodges
Lauren Crowe Horton
Joel Nathaniel Jenrette
Jakendria LaQuinn Johnson
Kaylie Livingston Johnson
Lisa Heath Knight
Kimberly Gail Korth
Shelley Denise Kozlowski
Megan Hinson Langford
Amber Crank Lashkiba
Ricardo Glen Lawrence
Rachel Miranda Shari Lewis
Felicity Ann Martinez
Joseph A. Marutollo
Jamie Dawn Mayhew
Jordan Andre McDaniels
Laura McGreevy
Brooke Heather Mobley
Kiara Chantal Nelson
Sandy Pineda
Brian Charles Rheberg
Patricia Ryse Roerig
Damon Scharff
Patrick William Shawcross
Stephanie Wynne Shoemaker
Robyn M. Slay
Ryan Slay
Jajuana Dianaca Shuntrice Smoot
Joanna Lynn Spalding
Phinizy Spalding
Marian Tara Stuart
Orvil Eugene Thompson III
Karen Stewart Tolmich
Lance Allen Trowell
Jessica Renee Williams

Special Education
Michael Hunter Alcarez
Audrey Allen
Katherine Renee Angelo
Jessica Arnett
Matthew Scott Baker
Abigail Patrice Baumann
Melissa Beecham
Amanda Celeste Benes
Rebecca Eve Birnbaum
Valerie Lococo Blackmon
Jude Stephen Blessington
Hannah Creech Bowman
Brandolyn Bradley
Cassandra Rachael Breckenridge
Amber Marie Brown
Christopher David Brown
Jeremia Danielle Brown
Jessica Renee Brown
Jodie Vaughn Brown
Chinnetta Shacarria Buford
Liza Sage Burnsed
Christy Jo Bush
Lionel Grifton Butler
Katie Elizabeth Byington
Marcus Kenslo Camp
Alexis Marie Carretto
Babette Regina Chapman
Kristina Cheek
Allison Marie Childers
Jennifer Current Clark
Charm Cochran
Randi Brooks Colvin
Brittney Cooper
Vanord Creagh
Andrea Crouse
Dahifna Daniel
Ashley Nicole Dent
Kenya La Shea Dentsley
Olivia Desenberg
Taylor J. Dixson
Robin Michelle Dow-Washington
Sarah Downes
Olten Downs
Laura Elizabeth Porto Dudt
Connie R. Dunwoody
Timothy Akeem Edwards
Rachel Lauren Enloe
William Roy Evans Jr.
Erika Fairley
Sarah Joanie Faries
Ariana Fields
Bridgette Leigh Fordham
Stephanie Nicole Foster
Checonna Gaddy



12  cum laude	  magna cum laude	  summa cum laude

Taniya Ganguli
James Cornelius George
Michele Goggins
Jessica Owen Guthrie
Genevieve Marie Hall
Charlotte Ashford Hardesty
Caitlin Hardy
David Harris
Viola She'Lee Harris
Gala Juanchella Harvey
Joshua Lee Headrick
Bianca Denae Helton
Angela Alicia Henderson
Carla Yvonne Henry
Mariah Elizabeth House
Katherine Saul Hubbard
Emily Brooke Cannon Hutto
Joi Lynne Jackson
Brandi Hornsby Joiner
Anita Lynn Jones
Karissa Ann Jones
Tara Britt Jones
Alisha Jones-Caldwell
Holly Wooten Jordan
Chandler Brooke Kasprowicz
Evan Scott Kennedy
Marissa Marie Greene Keyser
Julie Kimbrough
Kathryn Elizabeth Kingsmill
LueElla Knowlton
Debbie-Ann Lawrence
Kristen Lane Lelly
Schona Michele Lewis
Amy Littlefield
Belinda Rae Lunceford
Leah Mahadeo
Sarah Jane Maisey
Suzanne Stewart Mallory
Erin Elizabeth Maples
Shannon Leigh Lindeland Marks
Kanousha Dominique Martin
Tabitha Raine Martin
Wendy Lynn McCafferty
Melissa McCollum
Summer Megan McDonald
Christina McElroy
Nicole Michelle McGraw
Maggie Marie McNamara
Katherine McReady
Anita Mehnaz
Patricia Yvonne Meigs
Ryan Ginger Miles
Amber L. I. Miller
Carrie Minicozzi 
Jana Adams Mitcham
Leslie Detuan Mitchell

Dillon Jewell-Potts Moon
Daniel Brian Moore
Tammy Marie Mooren
Theresa Mundlapati
Judith C. Murphy
Livia Kay Muse-Johnson
Kelly Morgan Needham
Anna Nixon
Kelley Greene Nunn
Alexandra Brooke Odom
Amanda Norman Ogletree
Heather Mae Parrish
Gentry Alise Peters
Angella Cummings Phillips
Selene Yikie Pope
Victoria Popenfoose
Donielle Kristine Powell
Joan Marie Puckett
Heather Hodges Pulley
Amanda Eubanks Reagan
Melinda Elizabeth Redmond
Leslie Richard-Johnson
Jason Coaxum Riley
Beth Ritchey
Emily Roach
Sonya Genyl Roberts
Wesley Adam Robertson
Erin M. Rogan
Donna Epple Rosenhoover
Charmaine Monique Rosser
Heather Cahow Rowland
Ashley Ryan Rush
Jan Russaw
Stephanie Rylee
Jennifer Esther Lenore Samuel
Marion Sanders
Kristen Huff Sapp
Hilary Allred Sasser
Galia Elizabeth Sayyar
Emily Hope Seago
Anita D. Sewodor
Delicia Seymour
Emily Jane Adair Shanken
LiTosha R. Simmons
Jessica Lynette Sizemore
Tanareal La'Quin Smalls
Christine Smith
Kelly Lyn Smith
Shanika Michelle Smith
Lauren Ledford Strickland
Ashley Summerlin-Smith
Ashley Lynn Sutton
Heather Swartzbaugh
Charity Hope Switzer
Deborah Lyn Taylor
Amy M. Tenisci

Amy Lynn Thompson
Allison Renee Todd
Ivory Towner
Jessica Turner
Wendy Lee Turner
Stacey Reid Underwood
Megan Jill Unger
Mary Lynn Vaughn
Jocelyn Gordon Walker
Netoba Watson
Kimalecia Leshay Weekes
Jenna Wilborn
Jennifer Nicole Wiley
Iram Dwayne Williams
Emily Ellen Wilson
Angela Wingfield
Milton Cortez Woods
Ieasha M. Woodson
Melissa Wright

Doctor of Education

Higher Education Administration 
Michael Carl Baumhardt
A Phenomenological Exploration to 
Understand the Personal and Institutional 
Characteristics that Contribute to Transfer 
Student Challenges and Successes

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Reena Viswanath

Shayla Nicole Joy Bennett
A Phenomenological Study of Black Board 
Members' Experiences within University 
Governing and Advisory Boards at 
Predominantly White Institutions

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Reena Viswanath

Brandi Kay Elliott
A Phenomenological Study of Holistic 
Student Success: How Students Experience 
Campus Resources

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Mortissa Dinel Green
Understanding the Shared Experiences of 
Male Title IX Coordinators in Louisiana 
Through Leadership Perspective

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Andrea Crenshaw

Matthew Legree Hipps
Mission and Omission: A Content Analysis 
of Racial Diversity Discourse in University 
Mission, Vision, Values and Diversity 
Statements

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jairus Joaquin Matthews



13 cum laude	  magna cum laude	  summa cum laude

Orris Knight Sims
Power in Persistence: A Qualitative Study 
of the Lived Experiences of Black Women 
in Healthcare Education Programs at 
Predominantly White Institutions

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Reena Viswanath

Keisha Simmons
Is There A Stem Major in the House? An 
Examination of How Talent Development 
Programs Assist With Encouraging Students 
to Pursue Stem

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jesse Brock

Monifa P. Skelton-Wells
The Lived Experience of African American 
Graduate Students at a Predominantly 
White Institution

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Reena Viswanath

Amanda Lynn Wright
University Faculty Experiences with 
Teaching Service-Learning Courses: A 
Qualitative Phenomenological Study

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Janet Strickland

Stephen Lamar Wyatt
A Phenomenological Exploration of 
Secondary Traumatic Stress Among 
Resident Assistants

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

School Improvement 
Shawnte Alicia Artist
Examining the Barriers to Implementing 
High-Quality Co-Teaching Practices

Faculty Advisor: Dr. James Schwab

Nathan Stanley Autry
PRISMS Impact on Student Achievement in 
Science Classrooms 

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

Tonia Marie Bailey
The Impact of ELLEVATION Usage on the 
Academic Performance of 7th Grade English 
Language Learner

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Tiffany Yvette Barney
Leading Change: An Analysis of Leadership 
Characteristics and School Improvement

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Anne Louise Barnhill
Examining the Relationship Between 
Professional Learning, Teacher Confidence 
Levels, and Frequency of Using Accessibility 
Tools in Title I Co- taught English Language 
Arts Middle School Classroom

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Andrea Battaglia
PRISMS Impact on Student Achievement in 
Science Classrooms 

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

David Bell
Integrating PRISMS Virtual Reality in 
Mathematics: Teacher Perception

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Janeil Bell McKenzie
Examining the Barriers to Implementing 
High-Quality Co-Teaching Practices

Faculty Advisor: Dr. James Schwab

Janiece K. Benefield
Enhancing Academic and Behavioral 
Outcomes for Students With Disabilities: 
Educator and Administrators’ Perceptions 
of Social Emotional Learning (SEL) 
Implementation Within Multi-Tiered 
System of Supports (MTSS)

Faculty Advisor: Dr. James Schwab

Alain Edvard Blot
The Impact of ELLEVATION Usage on the 
Academic Performance of 7th Grade English 
Language Learner

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Matthew Mitchell Bradford
Integrating PRISMS Virtual Reality in 
Mathematics: Teacher Perception

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Crystal Burnham Brantley
The Impact of the S.T.R.I.V.E. Program on 
Student Behavioral Outcomes for Grades 
6th–12th

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Maria Eugenia Braswell
First-Year Teacher Perceptions of Induction 
Programs

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green

Tida Bruce-Banfield
Principals' Perceptions of the School 
Strategic Planning Process and its Influence 
on Closing the Achievement Gap

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Anthony Cayetano
The Evaluation of Daily Oral Language 
Intervention on English Learners Access 
Scores

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green

Tina Denise Clark
The Evaluation of Daily Oral Language 
Intervention on English Learners Access 
Scores

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green

Danielle Leigh Cleveland
A Quantitative Study of Retention Rates 
and the Influence of Choice in Learning 
Experience on Teacher Retention

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Georgia Evans

Audrey Elizabeth Collins
Using Amira for Enhanced MTSS Gap 
Detection and Interventions in Elementary

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Sungwoong Lee

Sonya Dorris Cook
A Comparison of Algebra I Student 
Achievement in Traditional vs. Online 
Learning Environments

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Ashley Jarvis Dawson
Using Amira for Enhanced MTSS Gap 
Detection and Interventions in Elementary

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Sungwoong Lee

Michael Dawson Devitt
The Role of Happiness in Teacher Retention

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Georgia Evans

Marcie Sharman Dickerson
A Comparison of Educators' Perceptions 
of Two Professional Learning Programs 
Grounded in the Science of Reading

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Bethany Scullin



14  cum laude	  magna cum laude	  summa cum laude

Wesley David Ellis
Effectiveness Measures for the Innovation 
and Technology Academy

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

Reanna Elswick
Teachers’ Perceptions of LMS Features, 
Self-Efficacy, and the Role of Professional 
Development in Supporting Diverse 
Learners

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Sungwoon Lee

Barbara Beatriz Esquijarosa
Examining Perceived Effectiveness of 
Instructional Practices That Support 
Engagement of English Learners

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Sungwoon Lee

Andrea Elizabeth Evers
Meeting the Needs of Students with EBD: A 
Quantitative Study of Educators' Attitudes 
Subjective Norms and Perceived Behavioral 
Control in K-12 Education

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Brandy Locchetta

Adam Fette
Perceptions of Self-Reported Grades for 
Student Success in Small Rural Schools in a 
State in the Midwestern United States

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Diana Mindrila

Laura Fiedler
Evaluating the Effectiveness of the New 
Principal Mentorship Program in a Large 
Suburban School District in Georgia

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Jocelyn Ann Figueroa
Examining Perceived Effectiveness of 
Instructional Practices That Support 
Engagement of English Learners

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Sungwoon Lee

Joshua Ford
The Impact of Prisms Virtual Reality on 
Georgia Milestones Mathematics Scores in 
Middle and High Schools

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

John Kendall Foster
Evaluating the Effectiveness of the New 
Principal Mentorship Program in a Large 
Suburban School District in Georgia

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Cynthia Michelle Gillham
Principals' Perceptions of the School 
Strategic Planning Process and its Influence 
on Closing the Achievement Gap

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

William Eddie Grant Jr.
The Impact of Out of School Suspension on 
Eighth Grade Math End of Grade Scores: A 
Comparison of Two Metro Atlanta Middle 
Schools

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

Cora Graves
Effectiveness Measures for the Innovation 
and Technology Academy

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

Eric Steven Gray
Describing Organization Change and 
Technology Acceptance: High School Biology 
Teachers' Perceptions of VR Implementation

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

Sherry Louise Green
The Impact of the Advanced Content 
Instructional Model on English Language 
Arts on Student Achievement in Elementary 
School

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Jane Griffeth
Examining the Impact of Out- of-School 
Suspension on Algebra: Concepts & 
Connections End of Course Scores and the 
Role of Restorative Practices on Algebra: 
Concepts & Connections End of Course 
Scores

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Melissa Paige Guthrie
Principals' Perceptions of the School 
Strategic Planning Process and its Influence 
on Closing the Achievement Gap

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Carla Hoskey Hamilton
Examining the Barriers to Implementing 
High-Quality  Co-Teaching Practices

Faculty Advisor: Dr. James Schwab

Patrice Cassandra Hedrington Honore'
Principals' Perceptions of the School 
Strategic Planning Process and its Influence 
on Closing the Achievement Gap

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Tangela L. Hendrix
An Analysis of Vocabulary Acquisition: 
Utilizing i-Ready as an Intervention

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green

Eva J. Henry
How Fidelity of Positive Behavior 
Intervention and Supports Implementation 
Influences Middle School Discipline

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Amanda Patton Hopper
The Impact of the S.T.R.I.V.E. Program on 
Student Behavioral Outcomes for Grades 
6th–12th

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Julie Marie Huffman
Effectiveness Measures for the Innovation 
and Technology Academy

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

Evelyn J. James
Empowering K-12 Special Education 
Teachers: The Impact of Self-Efficacy on 
Literacy Instruction and Interventions

Faculty Advisor: Dr. James Schwab

Sara Lynn Johnson
How Fidelity of Positive Behavior 
Intervention and Supports Implementation 
Influences Middle School Discipline

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Jeffrey Jones
An Analysis of Vocabulary Acquisition: 
Utilizing i-Ready as an Intervention

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green

Kendrick Raynard Kirkland
A Comparison of Algebra I Student 
Achievement in Traditional vs. Online 
Learning Environments

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott



15 cum laude	  magna cum laude	  summa cum laude

Kristi Kay Lankford
The Impact of Prisms Virtual Reality on 
Georgia Milestones Mathematics Scores in 
Middle and High Schools

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Carrie Davis Lowery
Empowering Instruction Through 
Technology: An Evaluation of the Usage 
and Effectiveness of Learning Management 
Systems in 8th Grade Physical Science 
Classrooms

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

Melissa Ann Lummis
Examining the Relationship Between 
Professional Learning, Teacher Confidence 
Levels, and Frequency of Using Accessibility 
Tools in Title I Co- taught English Language 
Arts Middle School Classroom

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Ashley Nicole Wilson Manley
Empowering K-12 Special Education 
Teachers: The Impact of Self-Efficacy on 
Literacy Instruction and Interventions

Faculty Advisor: Dr. James Schwab

Christopher Marshall
Exploring Positive Behavior Interventions 
Supports and Teachers’ Perceptions of School 
Climate and Culture

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Ruth Virginia Martin
The Impact of the Advanced Content 
Instructional Model on English Language 
Arts on Student Achievement in Elementary 
School

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Tynesa Barlow McDonald
Enhancing Academic and Behavioral 
Outcomes for Students With Disabilities: 
Educator and Administrators’ Perceptions 
of Social Emotional Learning (SEL) 
Implementation Within Multi-Tiered 
System of Supports (MTSS)

Faculty Advisor: Dr. James Schwab

Joshua Lawrence McGee
The Impact of Phonics Programs on Second 
Grade Student Achievement 

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green

Maxine Y. Miller
The Impact of ELLEVATION Usage on the 
Academic Performance of 7th Grade English 
Language Learner

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Christina Grace Moll
The Impact of Phonics Programs on Second 
Grade Student Achievement 

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green

Brensi Melissa Morales
Examining Perceived Effectiveness of 
Instructional Practices That Support 
Engagement of English Learners

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Sungwoon Lee

Angelica Danielle Moss
Integrating Prisms Virtual Reality in 
Mathematics: Teacher Perception

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

David Ray Nelson
Describing Organization Change and 
Technology Acceptance: High School Biology 
Teachers' Perceptions of VR Implementation

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

Elizabeth Faine Nichols
Interpreting Co-Teaching Experience 
in Rural Schools with Limited Common 
Planning: Exploring Planning Strategies, 
Parity, and Model Selection

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Trina Wood

Caroline Sommerfeld O'Connor
A Comparison of Algebra I Student 
Achievement in Traditional vs. Online 
Learning Environments

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Kevin Vincent O'Meara-Dates
First-Year Teacher Perceptions of Induction 
Programs

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green

Landon Keith Odom
Examining the Impact of Out- of-School 
Suspension on Algebra: Concepts & 
Connections End of Course Scores and the 
Role of Restorative Practices on Algebra: 
Concepts & Connections End of Course 
Scores

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Tommy J. Perry
The Impact of Prisms Virtual Reality on 
Georgia Milestones Mathematics Scores in 
Middle and High Schools

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Tonya Dorris Polk
Describing Organization Change and 
Technology Acceptance: High School Biology 
Teachers' Perceptions of VR Implementation

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

James D. Rawls Jr.
Leading Change: An Analysis of Leadership 
Characteristics and School Improvement

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Michele Diana Realpe
The Impact of the S.T.R.I.V.E. Program on 
Student Behavioral Outcomes for Grades 
6th–12th

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Glenn J. Richard Jr.
Empowering Instruction Through 
Technology: An Evaluation of the Usage 
and Effectiveness of Learning Management 
Systems in 8th Grade Physical Science 
Classrooms

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

Jennifer Busby Ridgway
The Evaluation of Daily Oral Language 
Intervention on English Learners Access 
Scores

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green

Corey Allen Sanford
First-Year Teacher Perceptions of Induction 
Programs

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green



16  cum laude	  magna cum laude	  summa cum laude

Aminah Ameena Shakoor
Enhancing Academic and Behavioral 
Outcomes for Students With Disabilities: 
Educator and Administrators’ Perceptions 
of Social Emotional Learning (SEL) 
Implementation Within Multi-Tiered 
System of Supports (MTSS)

Faculty Advisor: Dr. James Schwab

Amy Dotson Shannon
Leading Change: An Analysis of Leadership 
Characteristics and School Improvement

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Portia Luran Shaw
Exploring Positive Behavior Interventions 
Supports and Teachers’ Perceptions of School 
Climate and Culture

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Aisha Denise Spells
Examining the Barriers to Implementing 
High-Quality  Co-Teaching Practices

Faculty Advisor: Dr. James Schwab

Jill Kathryn Spiva
The Impact of the Advanced Content 
Instructional Model on English Language 
Arts on Student Achievement in Elementary 
School

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Tina L. Stevens-Carty
Exploring Positive Behavior Interventions 
Supports and Teachers’ Perceptions of School 
Climate and Culture

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Jonathan Tanner
Evaluating the Effectiveness of the New 
Principal Mentorship Program in a Large 
Suburban School District in Georgia

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Bileni Teklu
An Analysis of Vocabulary Acquistiion: 
Utilizing i-Ready as an Intervention

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green

Kris Teller
The Impact of Phonics Programs on Second 
Grade Student Achievement 

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Katy Green

Tara Brady Thompson
The Role of Professional Development in 
Content Area Teachers' Use Vocabulary 
Instructional Strategies to Support English 
Learners

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Laurie Kimbrel

Sarah Caitlin Smith Toney
Using Amira Enhanced MTSS Gap 
Detection and Interventions in  Elementary

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Sungwoong Lee

Emanuel Torralba
Empowering Instruction Through 
Technology: An Evaluation of the Usage 
and Effectiveness of Learning Management 
Systems in 8th Grade Physical Science 
Classrooms

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

Nicholas Bernard Waltz
How Fidelity of Positive Behavior 
Intervention and Supports Implementation 
Influences Middle School Discipline

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Krystal Wattley
PRISMS Impact on Student Achievement in 
Science Classrooms 

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Mary Alice Varga

Terri Lynn West
Examining the Barriers to Implementing 
High-Quality  Co-Teaching Practices

Faculty Advisor: Dr. James Schwab

Altonese Wisdom
Examining the Relationship Between 
Professional Learning, Teacher Confidence 
Levels, and Frequency of Using Accessibility 
Tools in Title I Co- taught English Language 
Arts Middle School Classroom

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Frazier 
Trotman Scott

Doctor of Education in 
Professional Counseling and 
Supervision

Carol Ann Bentley
The Lived Experiences of Professional 
School Counselors Who Have Experience in 
Handling Crises

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Michelle Pinellas

Shanna Marie Powers Tempel
The Lived Experience of Educational Cross-
Cultural Kids in International Schools

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Julia Whisenhunt



17 cum laude	  magna cum laude	  summa cum laude

Bachelor of Arts

Art                        
G`ovanni D. Boatwright
Aliyah Shae Phillips

English                        
Morgan K. Ablashi
Andreya Symone Allen

 Adeline Monroe Auclair 
Patrick Breland
Mason Bradley Cotton
Erica Marie Duarte
Sarah Makenzie Goforth
Zoe Noel Harris

 Autumn Brown Kunjbehari
Savannah Sue Lo Galbo
Makenna Raine Lyle
Christofer Lee Lyons
Nicholas Ryan Middleton

 Zoë Alexis Ward
 Mckinzie Brooke Wright
Foreign Languages and Literatures
 Brittney Beth Baxter
 Tracey Cambron
 Kailey Logan Covera

Sary Y. Jimenez Bonilla
 Ana Patricia Jones
 Luke Hughston Mitchell
 Alexus Jade Neal
 McKenna Kjelshus Smitherman
 Dylan Ace Wynne
History
 Tanner Cole Brock
 Emma S. Easterwood
 Monica Leigh Perkins

Cynthia Lauren Ray
Matthew Shane Robinson
Ashley Rossman
Corey Ashton Thomas-Farmer

 Lawrence Caleb Wallace
 Gail Worley
Philosophy
 Jewell K. Burson
Theatre

Sierra Grace Baker
Hunter Elliott Jennings

Bachelor of Fine Arts

Art           
 Autumn Jean Boss

Kharri Jade Bumgarner
Sha'de J. Byrd
Megan Elizabeth Cobb
Abbygael J. Collier

 Katherine Marie Elizabeth Day
Skyler Rain Dutton

 Semaj Nyla Frazier
Jacob A. Heron
Leah Christine Jackson

 Abbigale L. Jarrard
Amina S. Jones
Shakeelah Z. Muhammad
Aubrielle Barbara Mullins
Haylee B. Ray

 Sarah Elizabeth Ross
Celine Sophie Sapp

 Kayla Renee Satterwhite
 Ellen Marie Tyrrell
 Elijah Albert Watts
Theatre

Kalixta Easterwood
Isaiah T. Sargent

 Austin C. Sharpe
 Jamiyah Octavius Smith

Bachelor of Music

Cameron Victoria Applegate
 Madeline Leigh Archer

Nicholas Fletcher 
Maxine Doris Harrison
Hannah Gail Royals

Bachelor of Science

Anthropology     
 Sara Burns

Colin Thomas Cunningham
 Devin K. Encarnacion

Madison B. Long
 Ginger L. Perdue
 Raleigh W. Pritchard

Jacob Anthony Pruitt

Psychology
Ola Idera Ajao

 Temilayo Damilola Akinseye
 Sanai M. Allen

Jernay Anthony
Sabrina Nicole Arnett
Oluwafolukemi Chelsie Ashekun
Jessika Marshay Bacote

 Jennifer Nicole Barnes
Amber Michelle Barrington
Hayven Bauer
Victoria Kabria Bell
Lynda Bien-Aise

 Olivia Blaire Bizette
Madeline Hope Blevins

 Peri Bobb
Alecia Bolling Trawick

 Caroline Grace Boston
Madison Grace Breeden
Julian X. Bryant

 Hannah Abigail Butler
Bridgette Paige Byrd
Andrew Todd Christian

 Tauzianna Imani Colson
Latosha Tawanna Coney
Courtney LeeAnn Cooley

 Sydney N. Cornell
 Tori Angel Eason
 Sarah Grace Edgeman

William Flounory Jr.
Taylor Lynne Freeman
Nassama Nadia Funna
Faith Emerald Futch

 Katie E. Graham
 Hannah Madisyn Greene

Mary Beth Griffin
Bryce Michelle Hackworth

 Jenna Hester Halligan
 Miranda Gaile Harrison
 Alison Renee Hassell
 Erin O. Hickmon
 Eli James Edward Hinely

Amanda Lynn Hudgins
Rahni Ellissa Hunter
Crystal H. Jinks-Brown
HaLi H. Johnson

 Autumn Keesee

College of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences
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Dakita Nichelle Kelley
Jade Samantha Kitchens

 Kindell Lexus Kramer
Kenya Joy Lampkin

 Ricardo Li-mond Laster II
Asher Leftwich
Alexandria Dawn LeMay
Taylor Gail Logan
Emanuel Lopez
Desiree Emon Lunceford
Dania Mikayla Lyles
Leslie Paola Magana Galvan
Jeremy Todd Mattingly Jr.
Gennell Nava McCoy
Connor James McIntire
Amber Nicole Mills
Ashley Moore

 Maria Isabelle Morales-Word
Jacquita Terri Morrison
Naledi Novuyo Moyo
Jackson Bryce Murphy

 Ebere Esther Nnanna
Ashley J. Nunez Guzman
Sandy Paillant
Kaitlyn Nicole Patterson

 Hailey Lorraine Peeler
Brianna N. Reece
Kori M. Richey
James Murray Riley
Kayce Olivia Rosenquist

 Madeline Jane Sabens
 Nathan Miguel Salame

Sandre Sewell
Lane O. Smith
Tamara Smith
Victoria Nicole Stephens
Ashley Karell Olivia Stewart
Janiyah Keanna Strong

 Chloe Faith Swales
 Soniah Cierra Thompson
 Avery M. Thornton

Kinsley Michelle Thurber
John Robert Tomsey

 Maegan R. Tuggle
Kareline Zoe Valentin Rolon

 Aaliyah Washington

Mia Chanell Washington
Kendall Rose Wells
Gabrielle Alexandria Williams
Irieanna Janae' Williams

 Ashlyn Brooke Wilson
 ShaLeah Joycelyn Wimby

Faith Wright
Social and Behavioral Health    

Faye Yvette Bounds
Franchester La`shon Brown
Delancey Antone' Goins
Qua'lik T. Green

 Mya Ranay Hall
Kyla NyErin Hargett
Tayler Simone` Heard

 Brianna Janae Lord
Laura Boyd Phillips

 Guadalupe Rodriguez Fernandez
Jessica Bourque Strickland
Kourtney Nicole Teasley
Nyla Cerenity Warner

Sociology            
Lyrri Ja`Nel Abrams

 Caroline Michelle Atkins
 Golda Pitts Brown

Ce`adzhu Ti'Yan'Nai- Nu'Kengi Clark
 Amy Diane Cogdill

Kayla Jordan Coverson
Tiffany L. Edwards
Markiesha Kentral Faust
Jayro Alexis Garcia-Perez

 Ciera Garrison
JoMaurie R. Hester
Michaela B. Howard
Evan Wyatt Mercer

 Sara Margaret Merrill
Mario Alejandro Perezcassar III

 Shiloh Alice Pino
Brittany Nicole Pitts
Audrey H. Preston

 Lisa Rhodes
Hannah Jo Sizemore
Mekhilen Ahmad Stegall
Donna Ugwu
Kelsie Lee Walker

Master of Arts                 
English                        

Daniel Paul Jackson
Brianna Theresa Woodall

History                        
Jason Gaddy
Ashton L. Kellogg
Kaitlin Elizabeth Maginnis
Jake Jordan Mctyre
Alan Marcus Valdes

Psychology                        
Macy Drude
Chyna Marise Farley
Benjamin N. L. Gossett
Rowan Elizabeth Stucky
Sumeela Reddy Teegala
Pranaya Reddy Vangala
Alyssa Gabrielle Patricia Williams

Sociology
Alyvia Faith McKinley
Patiana Naomi Thomas

Master of Music  
Lynn Gordon
Justin Omar Harris
Maria Lovella Phillips Hesketh
Aubrey Leigh Beall Osborne
Thomas Robert Osborne
Cheyenne Danielle Riedel
James Stack
Alyssa Michelle Tarr
Timothy Nicolas Tewell
Valerie Peyton Vise

Doctor of Philosophy

Psychology: Consciousness and Society 
Ahmed Asad
Dewey's Approach to Self: A Pragmatic 
Perspective on Human Agency

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Lisa Osbeck

Ron Christopher Hopkins
Epistemic Sensemaking: A Theoretical 
Framework for Resoloving Inconsistencies in 
"Complex" Belief Systems

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Lisa Osbeck
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Bachelor of Science in Computing

Joshua Landiss Brandon
 Joseph Paul Bruce

Alexis Omega Flack
Heather Renee Mcconnell
Connor James McIntire
Zachary William Mills
Isaac Adeiza Okomanyi
Grant Thomas Oliver

 Brandon Keith Shorter
John David Simpson
Triston James Tuggle

Bachelor of Science

Biology     
Za'myla Beason
Karlie Louise Brooks
Callie Elizabeth Cole
Bryson Paul Dickerson
Jasmine Y. Flores Lamas
Terrell Javon Freeman

 Jaylin R. Garcia
Carmen Isabella Gewin

∂ Wynter Michelle Golston
Isabella Christine Gruber

 Sidney Annalei Haynes
 Emma Ray Helton

Kayla Hodge
Stephanie C. Holder

 Angelina M. Houston
 Emily M. Howie

Zaila Sanaa Jackson
Isaac Asua Kaku

 Kaitlyn Elizabeth Lackey
Sayshiel Shayla Lewis
Madasyn Mae Malone
Natasha Zainab Manly

 Hunter Ty Martin
 Marissa Danielle Martin

Rosine Ayele Medji
Ruth Helen Miles

 Richard Willis Milner III
Anise Marie Mines
Kayla Aketalin Mitchell
Janiah Lasha Mullins
Abbygail Kamea Norred
Esther Charity Norton

 Princess Chisom Obia
Ansley M. Pannell

 Kathleen Victoria Pine
Antrenia Layanna Redding
Kevin Richardson Jr.
Jaeva Denise Ridley 
Keiton Chance Robinson

 Nahela Santiago-Ochoa
Ashley E. Shaw
Autumn DeNaija Denise Stewart
Jordan L. Thompson

 Madeline Thompson
Shaye L. Verna

 Ashley Layne Wall
 Jaida M. White

Nicholas Cole Young
Jary Lineth Zelaya-Hernandez

Chemistry     
Dustin Nathaniel Carden
Christian J. Hess
Ibrahim Babatunde Oladimeji

Computer Science     
Trinidad Mario Dena
Ahmad Zakee Hammett

Earth and Environmental Sciences    
 Taiylor O. Williams
Geography     

Hayden L. Anderson
Lillian Breanne Burton
Sean Micheal Simmons

Geology     
 Lily Bitner
 Matthew J. Kirkham
 Paige Elizabeth Veal

Grant Alexander Wingo
Mathematics     

Emmaleigh Gentry

Nexus Degree in Computing

Tracey Cambron
Sylvia Belle Kamp
Chinasa Evelyn Ochuba
Olubanke Tiwalayo Taiwo

Master of Science  
Applied Computer Science

Ryan Alexander Bartholomew
Kristopher Michael Brown
Caitlin Rae Mian Chichester
Abigail Frances Craig
Andrew T. Green
Matthew Charles Heering
Satyanarayana Reddy Kaddire
Pooja Muthagaduru Jagadeesha
William Henry Pevytoe
Mikita Piastou
Terry Thompson
Savitha Venkatesh

Biology
Dia-Monae M. Barnett
Caitlyn Elyse Barton
Lexington Maund Belyeu IV
Timothy Joseph Driskell
Sydney Ruth Edgar
Madison Nicole Shiery
Kyla Avian Stephens

Dr. James 'Earl' Perry College of Mathematics, Computing, and Sciences
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Richards College of Business

Bachelor of Arts

International Economic Affairs
Keegan Ayres Bodoh

Bachelor of Business 
Administration

Accounting                     
Kyle M. Aldridge
Hannah Marie Bills
John Dalton Blakley

 Deborah Miriwah Bonful
Kendall Isabella Buford

 Mason Edward Cooper
NyAshia Tiera Daniel

 Cadence Andrea Dankenbrink
Donta A. Earnest
Kyle D. Fairchild
Sydney Shae Frost
Austin J. Gilmore
Ethan Andrew Griffie

 Chloe Brumley Henderson
 Emily Raymaker Kelly

ChrisStella Gail Martin
 Lina Kimberly Martinez Montero

Jalen Savon Miller
Ω Kaylynn Eloise Morris
 Marissa Anne Roberts
 Jacob Nolan Robinson

Mason Parks Shell
Gregory B. Spence
Christie B. Stevens

Ω Kaliv Anthony Tewari
 Kinsley Shaniya Thomas

Lauren Carlene Trumble
Ω Oscar A. Uranga

Hannah Mackenzie Walker
 William Chase Weeks

Wayzaro S. Weir
 Ω Micaela Suzanne Whaley
Data Intelligence and Business Analytics                       

Kye Rashad Clayborne
Gabriel Somtochukwu Kanife

 Abriannah Giselle Lane
 Hailey Alyssa Marquart
Economics                       

Mary Mae Gulledge
Mason Hunter McCord

Finance                        
Caleb Larry Arnold

Joi Faith Bailey
Clayton Layne Boyd

 ∆ Valerie Madison Brown
Jacob A. Burgess

 ∆ Kelsy Faith Champion 
 Madeline Joy Colvin
 Nakia A. Daniel

Nakiyah Kryshae Davis
Ritchie C. Denison
Jacob Lee Forrester
Ashlyn Rayne Gardner

 Stephanie Lynn Gaultney
 Megan Nicole Golden

Joseph Bryan Gracia
Eric N. Haseley

 Maxwell Tucker Housman
Malachi Jarviair Jackson
Colton McKade Jordan
Beebee Victoria Woart Kouakou

 ∆ Charles Thomas Longenecker
 Michael Francis Malinovsky Jr.

Tamia Amoni Paschal
Moesha Sade Phillips
Ruby Anna Pittman

 Angel Xavier Rivera
 Tristin William Schuessler

Jacob M. Schwebel
 Nicolas Gsegner Sturm

Christian Ramon Tate
Richard James Tremor III
Adalyn Grace Willerson

Management                     
 Evan Zachary Angle

Ryan Lee Bennett
Makiyah Keiona Boone
Corey R. Brooks
Zaria Marchell Brooks

 Kaden Thomas Brown
 Natasha Tiona Brown
 Christin Rachael Burns

Linda Campanelli
 Tanner Cantlen

Terry R. Cantrell
 Garrett Michael Chandler

Hannah Dawn Cheeks
Angel Ren'ee Collins
Christopher H. Cuff
Nayely Ximena Desantos

 Haiden Farmer
Trent Wayne Foster
Grant Braun Gibson

Conley McCurry Hair
Jeanetta Delaney Hall
Ronald Harris III
Michael Raulo Head
Zykwann Ta`leek Holmes

 Miracle Arciana Hutchinson
Kristen Aaliyah Jackson
Maya B. Jackson
Colson Dean Jiles

 Ω Kennedy Alexis Johnson
Christian Deshon Jones

¥ Kenna Austin Bailey Kay
Hannah Korryn Knowles
Cecelia Lornah Korboi
Logan Cole Leatherman

 Michelle Elizabeth Lewis
Kindae Davarious Maddox
Annalee Virginia Martin

 Christopher Hunter Mashburn
Jasmine Demetria Mayers

 Walter Gerald McConnell III
 Josh Owen McCraven

Joshua Reed McIntire Jr.
Brooklyn Dawn Morales
Davis Kinsey Morris

 Ω Anthony Phuc Kim Thien An Nguyen
Oluwanifemi Olaogun
JaVion O'Neal
William Greyson Padgett
Lashaun Levert Parks
Terrell Jarod Perkins
Brian Pineda
Katlynn Nicole Powers
Jacob Pratt
Arianna Nicole Quinton
Grayson Thomas Rainwater

 Luke Alexander Roberts
 William Tyler Rowland

Serena Alysce Ruppel
Claribel Amaris Salaices

 Jenna Perry Sparks
 Trever Aaron Spry

William Gary Tansey
David James Terry
Darryl M. Thomas Jr.
Nickolas A. Thompson
Meredith Alysse Traylor
Mehari Renaut van der Riet
Carl Maurice Wade II
Ashleigh Nicholle Watkins

 Emma Jordan Willingham
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 Parker Jett Willis
Jacob E. Wood
Colby Reed Yates

Management Information Systems                       
Leslie Soto Akins

 Edward Antonio
James Isaac Batantou

¥ Derell Reneal Butler
Dane J. Dowell Jr.
Modesty Eustascia Gaines

 Payton Leigh Gates
Jourdan O. Hale
Airron L. Heard
Myron Maleik Jernigan
Baraka O. Kiage Jr.

 Jaxon Makel Kirby
Jala Amaya Marie Leak
Margarita Mendiola
David Emile Mouton Jr.
Mikhaela Simone Pruitt

 Jayden Amaryee Stegall
Cung L. Thawng

 Samuel James Thomas
 Samuel Emeka Ukeje

Michael Anthony Ulysse
Colton Eli Walker

Marketing                       
 Katharine Stephanie Aquino

Nathan Alexander Banks Jr.
Lelis Daniel Bonilla
Kennedy Rochelle Broughton

ß Wesley Robert Camps-Aviles
 Grace C. Chaves

Maxwell Illjah Cherelus
Annalise Cathryn Dansby
Zion Myelle Dansby
Megan C. Doody

 Aniya Christina Dowdell
 Sabrina Ramona Eiland

Baleigh Victoria Farrell
Kaitlin Fenninger
Aaliyah Janae Frazier
Andrew Scott Garner
Madison Dakota Goff
Omar I. Harper
Taylor Harrell

 Hannah Rachel Mee Ok Jones 
Gisele Madeline Libert

 Britney Jisell Maldonado
Reilly James Mason
Riley Claire McDaniel
Alexandra Marie Meyer
Kailey A. Moye
Hannah Grace Neely

Kaliyah Undreaonna Prather
Jalyn Ariel Rowe

 Natalie Grace Selman
Jamya Qu'tara Smith

 Shaunna Aurelia Grae Tumlin
Sarah Theresa Ullom
Deryck Rashaun Vincent

 Brianna Iesha Watson
Jarred Alexander Watson
Chandler M. Willhide
Courtney Shantell Williams
Natasha Asante Woolery
Rayana Joy Yarbrough

Bachelor of Science

Economics                    
 Yasmeen B. Babagana

Kieran Purtill
Mumin Khalid Sharif

 Jenni Leigh Steele
Tauris Markel Watson

Master of Business Administration

Kristel Emma Aladin
Justin Gilbert Alba
Jordyn Carlie Allen
Alexander David Axt
Quentavia Scroggins Bailey
Amanda Leigh Blake
Aliyah Caitlin Boddie
Shayla Marie Britt
Bryant William Brough
Caylin LaNae Carter
Lexus Leighann Cheatwood
Kiera Taylor Ellis
Gabriel M. Farmer
Marybeth Darsey Fisher
Elizabeth Gani
Jimmy L. Gates
Marion Nichole Gee
Ethan Abdella Grindy
Elizabeth Victoria Haney
Hong Chuyen Hoang
Royce Tyraail Hoskin
Anthony Hudgins
Coralie Jean-Noel
Moriyah D. Johnson
Alexandria Rochelle Jones
Diamon Cierra Jones
Taelor LeRee Kemp
Madison Louise Knight
Zoe Anne LaBreche
Christine Janell Lewis

Kendra Sallie Lewis
Ryan Wesley Lewis
Lauren Ann Lindie
Nicole Lopez Miranda
Sandra A. McCormick
Karla Menendez
Christelle Marie Mezile
Bailee Darlene Mobbs
Jasmine Monique Moore
Luna Mouton
Karyn Charise Nooks
Derick Demonte Owens
Cassie Lynn Parkin
Ishmeal Ibrahiym Abdullah Perry
Erin Porter
Samuel Joseph Regina
Ashley Freeman Riemerts
Lucille Riley
Jennifer Rollman
Christian S. Royalston
Renee Leshi Schaubroeck
Jasmine NaKia Smith
Kendal Morgan Sparks
Zachary Erin Taylor
Anginique Patrice Walker
Cody James Walker
Maxwel Wantanabe
Anna Grace White
Ashlyn Saurie White
Hilary Lyn Wylie
Christina Alexis Yu

Master of Professional 
Accounting

Data Analytics
Lauren Isabelle Conley
Hong Chuyen Hoang
Bieyri Servando Molina Ibarra
Hector Miguel Salas-Tepox

Master of Science

Applied Business Analytics
Meshack Agyei
Bolatito Khadijat Aremu
Albjona Balilaj
Juliet Alfred Desimhi
Sahil Devgan
Jasmine Olivia Gomez
Cill Rozzeto Gordon Jr.
Misheck Takondwa Malangano
Thu Anh Nguyen
Omotola Peggy Olagunju
Zainab Abimbola Olaowo
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Bachelor of Science

Film and Video Production       
Tasia Brown
Maxwell Seth Calloway

 Christian John Campbell
Madelaine Patricia Cobb

 Ramsey Parrish Hopkins
 Ethan Wesley Knox

Taylor Y. Morris
Kasir J. Warren
Anaya B. Washington

Mass Communications       
Malachi Alan Ashe
Mekel John Blackwell Jr.
Miriam J. Boobe
Jamie Brooke Callahan

 Cameron Craig Cambridge
 Kaden R. Carr

Rodney Devaughn Craig
Adrienne Shale Downs
Jamir Rashaad Evans

Angela Omogbeme
Enita Anita Omuvwie
Maria Riera Soriano
Yasika Mahesh Sawant
Patricia Marinn Tinsley
Ashley Faye Williams

Nanyanika Ashanti Laura Fleming Graham
Jada R. Gibson
Shannon Mya Golden

 Parker Shane Gore
Christopher Wilbert Harris Jr.

 Jerreka M. Henderson
Christian Henry

 Emily Elaine Hudgins
Shyanne Jackson
William Chase Jefferson
Kelsey Marie Johnson

 Ana Patricia Jones
Lemuel Antoine Mbuinga
Chase Alexandra McGee
Maia Newhouse

 Thomas Eric Norton
Itsewoli Ese Okojie

◊ Alexandria Lynn Renton
Gracie Elaine Robinson
Leigh Alexandria Shell

 Julie Anne Steed
Mary Elisabeth Strong

Tonze Ibrahim Yare
Cybersecurity and Information 
Management

Brianna Juél-Marie Cox
Taiwo Paul Onyekwuluje

School of Communication, Film, and Media
 Mackenzie Layne Wright
 Dylan Ace Wynne

Nexus Degree in Film and 
Television Production

Jaylen Dajuan Russell

Master of Science

Digital and Social Media 
Communication

Cassie Delores Alston
Stacey Lynn Camp
Xavier Tobias Cox
Benjamin Emerson Lilley
Helen R. McCoy
Cimone C. Milner
Joseph J. Rowe
Ayana Danielle Ware
Macy Renee Willingham
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Tanner Health School of Nursing
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Edwina Kyamasi Adjei
Alexa Nageli Aranda
Ashley Michelle Argueta Garcia

 Emily Nicole Atwood
Kaylee B. Babb
Sharnard Banks
Yarmilla Rifine Bazile

 Madison L. Benford
Tanika Berry

 Nandita K. Bhagwandin
 Hayley LeAnn Bishop

Taylor Beth Campbell
Julia Anne Carter
Marissa L. Chappell

 Justin Reece Cook
Jashi J. Davis
Kellie Marie Davis
Savannah Leigh DeVane
Hassanatou Diallo

 Chelsea Quigg Downs
Audrey Bridget Dunne

 Blakely Aleigh Edwards
 Harley Brianne Ersing
 Jenifer Liset Escalante Morales
 Eucharia A. Eze

Chioma Ezeogu
Lauren Michelle Fike

 Jason Dylan Grance
 Michael A. Hadden

Makenzie Samone Hammonds
Dylan Michael Hays
Anthonia N. Helms

 Lacey Amelia Ann Hemmings
 Joseph Mitchell Hood
 Kara Lee Hulen

Kristin Ingram Johnson
Te-Rah Nadine Jackson

 Kaylee Elizabeth Jernigan
Aliesha Brianna Johnson

 Andrew James Kilmer
 Jose Emmanuel Lagos-Morales

Zoe Inez Lenston
Christian S. Lynn
Chelsea Makayla Mahone

 Mallory Maldino
 Stephanie Morgan

Kinley Wren Morris
 Iryna Mudra

Bailey Rae Murphy
Natalie Reece Nonno

 Akosua Brenya Nti-Ababio
Onesimus Jerome Parks
Lara Graciela Pease
Alexis Passion Shavonne Phillips

 Alexis Lee Pickford
Kalpna Ramalal
Lauren Danielle Rascoe

 Jordyn Imani Ayanna Rhone
 Railey Lane Richardson
 Dana Belcher Ridley
 C'Yerra Nicole Roberts

Brandon Rosonina
Kireeti Sangadala

 Jonathan Alexanader Schwab
 Madison Brea Smith

Loren Faith Stone
Madison Leigh Strawn

 Vivian M. Streiff
Patrice Tate
Sarah Grace Turi
Ashley Yvonne Walczuk
Saige Isabell Wall

 Shelby Danielle Webster
 Megan Brooke Williams

Jennifer York
 Asiyah Tanay Young

Doctor of Education 
Nursing Education

Laura Michelle Hart
The Experience of Prelicensure Nursing 
Clinical Course Coordinators Engaging 
in an Innovative Academic-Practice 
Partnership

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Amy Yarbrough

Charmaine Marcia Hutchinson
Demographic and Other Factors as 
Predictors of Resilience in Nursing Students

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Pam Dunagan

Kasey Michelle Nestor
Challenges Implementing BSN Faculty 
Formal Mentoring Programs: Perceptions of 
Academic Nurse Leaders

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Kelly Dyar

Mary Danielle Peacock
Predicting Clinical Judgment Scores in 
Students Using Screen-Based Simulation: 
A Quantitative Study in Undergraduate 
Nursing Education

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Laura Phillips

Megan Suzanne Hardin Ross
Exploring Perceptions of Interprofessional 
Education from Prelicensure Nursing 
Students who Speak English as an 
Additional Language. A Qualitative 
Descriptive Study.

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Cynthia Brown

Ekaterina Smith
Exploring the Lived Experience of Factors 
of Success for Male Prelicensure Nursing 
Students of Color

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Amy Yarbrough

Tama Nicole Stevens
Mentoring All Newly Hired Nursing 
Faculty: A Quantitative Study of 
Effectiveness Across all Experience Levels

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Laura Phillips

Mary Alice Tolbert
Faculty Experiences with Incorporating the 
NCSBN's Clinical Judgment Measurement 
Model into their Teaching and Assessment 
Practices: A Grounded Theory Study.

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Laura Caramanica

Albien Rafael Vergara Tubongbanua
The Lived Experience of Doctoral Nursing 
Students with English as an Additional 
Language (EAL): Perspective from 
Graduates

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Cynthia Brown

Sandra Lynn Vargovich
Nurse Faculty Perceptions of Caring Toward 
Prelicensure Students in Face-to-Face 
Nursing Classrooms

Faculty Advisor: Dr. Kathleen Morales
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University College
Bachelor of Science in Criminal 
Justice                   

Katelyn Wendy Oates

Bachelor of Interdisciplinary 
Studies                    

Emily Claire Allison
Jessica Free Boyd
Aliyah Zakia Colvin
Angela Louise Edmonds
Bahsia Cymon Ennaemba

 Kerrigan Grace Holland
 Madison Rich Holliman

Tony LaShawn McCray Jr.
 Madison Rose Mosier

Devion Bernard Newson
Adriana Pinder
Moreya A. Roberson
Sydney F. Robinson
Logan Michael Schroeder
Jonathan David Scott
Cedric Darren Seabrough
Bree Arkell St. Julian

Bachelor of Science

Criminology                   
 Andrea Bayli Anderson
 Amorie Bryana Beasley

Robyn Breana Bolden
Daniel M. Bundy

 Karigan Leigh Conner
Nicholas Andrew Darling
Ellie E. Dodd
Kevin D. Easley Sr.
Alicia N. Fondzeyuf

 Melanie Gonzales
Ana Marie Henry
Hunter C. Holland
India Merie Lewis
Jordyn Alicia Limbacker

 Lily Aleece Manning
Shalene Nicole Mariona

 Jazmine Ariana Moore
Gracelyn Elizabeth Morris
Rachel S. Mui

 Devon McKlain Munoz
Dorene Luann Nelson

 Christopher Michael New
Tavorus Demonte Noland
Sara Elson Page

 Chandlee Jade Parker
 Alex Pineda Molina
 Jonathan Richardson
 Leah Janay Roberts

Aliyah Arianna Robinson
 ∂  Carlee C. Sarna
 Susannah L. Smilnak
 Emily Morgan Smith
 ∂ Trinity D. Velez

Jackson Lee Warren
 Alyssa Ann Watkins
 Jackson Owen Winbush
Organizational Leadership                    

Charlotte Thelma Allen
Gyanna Blackmon

 Tracey Cambron
Janedra S. Jackson
Micah James McAllister

 Justin William McDermott
 Lauren Niedringhaus
 Lisa Daniell Reaves
 Justin Allen Ryle
 Bradley Singh

Jessica Bodley Stephens
William Brandon Todd
Thomas J. Tolstoy

 Bishop William Watts
Annah Whye

 Mary Jessica Wilshire
 Leila Molly Bridgett Yoder
Political Science                    
 Iretioluwa Halima Adeleke
 Kimberly A. Barker

Al'Asia D'nai Bullock
 Jessica Lynne Davis

Jailen Antwan Edwards
Venture Christian Herndon
Mark Emmanuel Johnson
Sebastian Gavin Lee

 Hue M. Maierhofer
Matthew Mcbrayer
Ty-Chon Elijah Little Montemoiño
Connor Joseph Munoz

 Stephanie D. Rivera
 Mary Fatima Saadiq

Gabrielle Christine Spear
 Kyra Simone Wilkinson

Master of Arts  
Criminology                   

Ricardo Jovan Braddock

Master of Public Administration  
Mariah Aaliyah Bell
Kourtney Deborah-Imani Buckner
Stephen Chandler
Candace Renee Clowney
Arielle Renee Cummings
Robert Daniel Dove
Sabrina Krista G. Durrance
John Henry Funderburk
Cristy Lenski
Esther Marie Moberg
John Sullavay Murphy Jr.
Nicholas Henry Parlato
Brandon Douglas Poague
Dhayna C. Portillo-Martinez
Kentrell Louis Reynolds
Anna Marie Sneed
Leroyal Jhorre Statham III
Alexis Nicole Stegall
Charles Tyler Trumbo
Chioma Rosemary Uwaomah
Vasilena Foxy Toneva Vasileva
Adianne Jolie Velders
Zoe Nicole Waddle
Stephen Daniel Walker
Jayla Shermaine Williams

 cum laude	  magna cum laude	  summa cum laude
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International Graduates

Joi Faith Bailey
Bachelor of Business Administration in Finance

Kimberly A. Barker
Bachelor of Science in Political Science

Justin Reece Cook
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Sarah Grace Edgeman
Bachelor of Science in Psychology

Emmaleigh Gentry 
Bachelor of Science in Mathematics

Ahmed Asad  |  Pakistan
Doctor of Philosophy in Psychology

Vinita Beverly  |  Kenya
Specialist in Education in Instructional Technology, 
Media, and Design

Jaepil Choi  |  Korea
Bachelor of Science in Sport Management

Juliet Alfred Desimhi  |  Nigeria
Master of Science in Applied Business Analytics

Noor Fatima  |  Pakistan
Master of Education in Professional Counseling

Elizabeth Gani  |  Nigeria
Master of Business Administration

Gabriel Somtochukwu Kanife  |  Nigeria
Bachelor of Business Administration in Data 
Intelligence and Business Analytics

Misheck Takondwa Malangano  |  Malawi
Master of Science in Applied Business Analytics

Mikita Piastou  |  Canada
Master of Science in Applied Computer Science

Maria Riera Soriano  |  Spain
Master of Science in Applied Business Analytics

Andrea Monserrat Santos-Lopez   |  Mexico
Bachelor of Science in Education in Elementary 
Education

Yasika Mahesh Sawant  |  India
Master of Science in Applied Business Analytics

Sumeela Reddy Teegala  |  India
Master of Arts in Psychology

Pranaya Reddy Vangala  |  India
Master of Arts in Psychology 

Tonze Ibrahim Yare  |  Nigeria
Master of Science in Applied Business Analytics

Mirlin Priscilla Martin  |  Mexico
Master of Education in Instructional Technology, 
Media, and Design

Theresa Mundlapati  |  India
Specialist in Education in Special Education

Thu Anh Nguyen  |  Vietnam
Master of Science in Applied Business Analytics

Princess Chisom Obia  |  Nigeria
Bachelor of Science in Biology   

Omotola Peggy Olagunju  |  Nigeria
Master of Science in Applied Business Analytics

Zainab Abimbola Olaowo  |  Nigeria
Master of Science in Applied Business Analytics

Angela Omogbeme  |  Nigeria
Master of Science in Applied Business Analytics

Taiwo Paul Onyekwuluje  |  Nigeria
Master of Science in Cybersecurity and Information 
Management

Lina Kimberly Martinez Montero
Bachelor of Business Administration in Accounting

Devon McKlain Munoz 
Bachelor of Science in Criminology

Kathleen Victoria Pine
Bachelor of Science in Biology

Carlee C. Sarna
Bachelor of Science in Criminology & Psychology

Maegan R. Tuggle
Bachelor of Science in Psychology

Kareline Zoe Valentin Rolon
Bachelor of Science in Criminology & Psychology

Trinity D. Velez
Bachelor of Science in Criminology

Jaida M. White 
Bachelor of Science in Biology

Jennifer York 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing

Honors College Graduates
The Honors College curriculum is the most academically rigorous curriculum offered at this university. To graduate with Honors College 
distinction, students must: (1) complete all of the requirements for their degrees in their majors; (2) earn credit for 25% or more of their course 
work in Honors College courses, including at least two seminars at the junior or senior level; (3) complete a research project; and (4) maintain a 
minimum grade point average of 3.2 in Honors College courses and in all other academic work. Completion of this distinctive curriculum is a 
mark of scholarly excellence and is recognized on all official University of West Georgia transcripts and diplomas.
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Welcome from the Alumni Association

Dear Graduate,

Congratulations on your incredible achievement in earning 
your degree from the University of West Georgia! Welcome to the 
UWG Alumni family. You are now part of a proud and diverse 
community that spans generations, backgrounds, and careers.

As alumni, we cherish the enduring connection we share with 
UWG and are excited to support you as you embark on the next 
chapter of your journey. Whether you’re just beginning your 
career, pursuing further education, or exploring new passions, 
remember that your university community is here for you.

Your membership in the UWG Alumni Association is lifelong. 
We encourage you to stay engaged by joining alumni networks 
locally and worldwide, attending campus and virtual events, 
following us on social media, and sharing your UWG story. 
Celebrate our traditions, such as Homecoming, A Day to Give 
West, and countless other ways to show your Wolf pride.

There are many ways to give back—volunteer to mentor 
students, speak at events, or help connect fellow alumni and 
students with career opportunities. Celebrate your UWG pride 
by cheering on the Wolves at athletic events or sharing your 
achievements within your networks.

Stay connected and informed by visiting westga.edu/alumni. 
We’ll be reaching out soon with opportunities to stay involved, 
and feel free to contact us anytime.

We’re proud of you and look forward to seeing the great things 
you will accomplish. Welcome to the UWG Alumni family!

	 Congratulations!
	 Ashley Bush'11
	 Chair of UWG Alumni Association
	 Board of Directors 

/uwgalumni @uwgalumni

University System of Georgia senior institutions are allowed to recommend to the Board of Regents honorary degree recipients for each 
academic year. UWG’s basic criteria for an honorary degree recipient are notable achievements in an academic field, the arts and letters, 
the professions, or public service. Nominations are solicited from the college community and are reviewed by the Honorary Degree 
Committee, which makes nominations to the president. The president then submits a candidate’s name to the University System staff for 
final consideration by the Board of Regents. The chancellor then makes a recommendation to the Board of Regents. 

UWG began awarding the Doctor of Humane Letters in 1996, and recipients of this honor include: 

Honorary Degrees

Roy Richards  Jr., 1996
Dr. Julian Stanley, 1997
Howard “Bo” Callaway, 1998
Millard Dean Fuller, 1999
Dr. Nikki Giovanni, 2000
Dr. Richard Neal Zare, 2001
Alice H. Richards, 2002

Dan T. Cathy, 2004
Richard H. Glanton, 2005
Dr. Andrew C. von Eschenbach, 2006
Dr. J. Willis Hurst, 2009
Robert J. Stone, 2012
A. Paul Cadenhead, 2012
Phillip E. Kauffman, 2013

Stephan Lyall Penley, 2014
Melissa P. “Missy” Dugan, 2016
Steve R. Adams, 2017
Nellie Duke, 2018
Laura Richards, 2018
Zachry "Zac" Brown, 2023
Russell Guerard West, 2025



27

Leadership

University of West Georgia Foundation Inc., 
Executive Committee

2025 – 2026 Trustees
Josh Chapman, Chair
Christa Pitts '97, Vice Chair
David R. Edwards, Treasurer/Investment  & Finance Committee Chair
Honey Shackelford '76, Secretary
Gary Kinard '91, Past Chair
Dr. Michael Johnson, UWG President
Allyson Bretch '14, CEO/Vice President for University Advancement 
Tonya Byrd, Board Development Committee Chair
Mary Tritt, Real Estate Committee Chair 
Zachary Steed '89, Resource Development Committee Chair
Dr. Jason Thogmartin '06 '07, Audit Committee Chair

University of West Georgia Leadership

Dr. Michael Johnson, President
Dr. Jon A. Preston, Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic 

Affairs
Allyson Bretch '14, Vice President for University Advancement and 

CEO of University Foundations
Dr. André L. Fortune, Vice President for Student Affairs 
Scott McElroy, Vice President for Business and Financial Services 

and Chief Business Officer

University System of Georgia

Board of Regents

Dr. Sonny Perdue, Chancellor
T. Dallas Smith, Chair
David B. Dove, Vice Chair
Tom Bradbury
Chris Cannon
Richard "Tim" Evans
Erin Hames
Samuel D. Holmes
James M. Hull
Cade Joiner
Patrick C. Jones
C. Everett Kennedy III
Lowery Houston May
Dan Murphy
Neil L. Pruitt Jr.
Harold Reynolds
Dr. Deep J. Shah
Haynes M. Studstill
Mat Swift
James K. Syfan III

University of West Georgia Deans

Dr. Renee Butler, Interim Dean of the Dr. James 'Earl' Perry College 
of Mathematics, Computing, and Sciences 

Dr. Mike Dishman, Dean of the College of Education
Dr. Christopher Johnson, Dean of the Richards College of Business
Blynne Oliveri Parker, Dean of Libraries
Dr. Karen Owen, Dean of University College and Honors College
Dr. Imelda Reyes, Dean of the Tanner Health School of Nursing
Clint Samples, Interim Dean of the College of Humanities, Arts, and 

Social Sciences
Dr. Matt Varga, Dean of the Graduate School
Dr. Brad Yates, Dean of the School of Communication, Film, and 

Media

Alumni Board Executive Committee

Ashley Bush '11, Chair
Semeka Samuels '97, Vice Chair
Justin Monsewicz '13, Secretary  and Treasurer
Jasmine Jones '13, Alumni Connections Liaison
Christopher Sanders '03, Past Chair
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Traditions of Commencement

The Mace

During the Middle Ages, the mace was a weapon used in battle, 
but as newer and more powerful military arms developed, it was 
adopted by academia as a symbol of the power of ideas, truth, and 
wisdom. In modern times, the mace is carried to symbolize the 
unity and aspirations of the collegial community.

The mace is constructed of cherry wood, black walnut, hand-
turned walnut, and walnut burl. The institution’s seal adorns the 
head of the mace and complements the presidential medallion.

Academic Regalia

The academic regalia worn by today’s participants dates back 
to the Middle Ages. The clergy were the literate class, so early 
academic costumes were clerical. The monk’s habit and cowl 
worn over the head were predecessors of the modern black gowns. 
Hoods and capes were also necessary during European winters 
because the buildings where scholars lived and studied were cold.

Over time, gown styles became standardized for the three types 
of degrees. Those holding the bachelor’s degree wear a gown 
distinguished by long, pointed sleeves. Master’s and specialist 
degree candidates wear the traditional black gown with full-length 
square sleeves. The doctor’s gown is faced with a broad strip of 
velvet and has three horizontal velvet bars on each sleeve.

The greatest symbolism is shown by the hood. The bachelor’s 
hood is three feet long with a three-inch band of velvet. The 
master’s  and specialist hood is three-and-one-half feet long, faced 
with a three-inch band of velvet. The doctor’s hood is four feet 
long, faced with a five-inch band of velvet. The color of the velvet 
band on the hood indicates the field of study in which the degree 
was earned or granted, and the hood is lined with the color of the 
university granting the degree.

About the University of West Georgia
The University of West Georgia has been a beacon for learning 
since 1906. Originally founded as an agricultural and mechanical 
school, the institution became a two-year college and charter 
member of the University System of Georgia in 1933. In 1957, 
it expanded to a four-year institution and received university 
status in 1996. Today, UWG is a leading residential, doctoral 
comprehensive university that offers a broad undergraduate and 
graduate curriculum based on a liberal arts foundation.

With an enrollment of more than 16,000  during the fall 2025 
semester, UWG currently offers 117 programs of study, including 
four two-year degrees, 48 at the bachelor’s degree level, 27 at 
the master’s level, six at the specialist level, five at the doctoral 
level, and 16 post-baccalaureate, nine undergraduate, and two 
post-master’s certificates. The university prides itself on a diverse 
student body, as students come from most counties in Georgia, as 
well as from 42 other states and 54 other countries. 

UWG has many ways for students to become involved on 
campus. The university hosts more than 170 registered 
organizations in addition to many intramural and recreational 
sports. July 1, 2024, UWG elevated to compete in NCAA 

Division I Athletics as a member of the Atlantic Sun Conference. 
The university fields eight women’s and five men’s intercollegiate 
athletics teams, as well as co-ed and all-female cheerleading 
squads. Service-learning is also a basic tenet of the institution, 
as it has been recognized by the Carnegie Foundation for its 
institutional commitment to community engagement through 
teaching, research, and public service.

Over the past five years, the campus has improved and expanded 
facilities that enhance opportunities for students to thrive and 
succeed, such as construction for the Student Health Center and 
Roy Richards Sr. Hall, home of the Richards College of Business. 
The university recently renovated the Humanities Building, 
home to programs in art, English, film studies, history, language, 
performing arts, and philosophy. UWG Newnan has also 
expanded its location at the historic Newnan Hospital.

Visit westga.edu for further information on the university or 
call 678-839-4000 to schedule a tour.
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